


























FOR OUR ABSENT GURU, RAMMURTI SHRIRAM MISHRA 


The space within the pitcher, filled with sound like the whorled chank 

Is the concentered speech of sattvap your round words opening out in bright rings 

In the immeasurable ocean, which is timeless and shoreless. 

Did you once merge with that? What was it like, was it hot 
And fiery like your inward-turned eyes? Was it 
Beginningless and endless like Shiva's pillar of fire 

Interpenetrating the Absolute, the Zero, the Supreme? 

Exfoliating, folding, like a water-lily, it is sacrifice lifts us up in smoke and flame 
We are the instruments, or victims, of the cosmic sacrifice. 

Living is action. We can't be without breathing, thinking and dreaming. 

And actions may have no moral value. But those of yajnas, the rituals of sacrifice 
Lead us to paramount states, the deities, the most important functions of man. 

Through your gentle and voluntary acceptance of the ritual of sacrifice 
You have taken your place in the cosmic symphony, as an equal; 

The only purpose of your existence is the performance of this ritual. 

You are the hearthstone, and your words are the fire, 

Your breath is the smoke and your longue the flame, 

Your eyes are the fuel and your ears the sparks: 

In this eternal fire we offered ourselves 
And you were born. 

And was it like that, in the family hearth, of the daily fire, of Sarasvati Devi 

Shriram Mishra, your mother? 

Finally, was it a gong, the cooing of the kokila, the tinkling of bells, a flute, a 

lute, or a bee? 

And when the mind was stilled, did you hear the hair-raising inner sound? 

You grew giddy, but ignoring the inner sound which engulfed you 

Did you merge with shabda — The Principle of the Word, and hear the sound 

Never before heard, which rises in the heart, pervading all? 

You could have told me, but you didn't. 

The goddess is the hearth, and Shiva the fire, 

Courtship is smoke, and yoni the flame; 

The penetration is the fuel, pleasure the spark: 

In this fire the gods sacrifice semen 
And the child is born. 


0 The centripetal tendency toward a center, toward more cohesion, more concentration, more 
existence, more reality — toward light, perfection, illumination or divine reality. 


II 


The space within the pitcher is not separate from the space outside: 
It was not distinct before the pitcher was made: 

It will not be distinct once the pitcher is broken 

And is not, therefore, distinct while the pitcher exists. 

Tat tvam asi — Thou art That, — the extraordinary phenomenon 
Of the continually expanding form, which sweetly grows 

Into the undifferentiated continuum of the Supreme Spirit, 
Limitless, undifferentiated, indivisible 

The divisions of space between you and us is mere appearance. 

You must tell me, when we meet again. 


Ill 

I met you briefly, between stops, between this point and another. 

Before the curtain fell, the scenery was rolled away, and the music stilled. 

The big drums of the eyes throbbed and nearly broke in your ashram 

And the answering note in your vibrant throat had the reeds and ducks trembling 
— The reeds and ducks of the lake you knew, which were so much a part of you — 
And the drops were shaken from the hot-eared leaves of the apple trees that en¬ 
shrined you. 


You were the feeding crescent of the infant moon, for me, on the white - as - milk 

brow of Shiva. 

Return, return, so we may all drink of its amritaoo when it's cup is full 
In this Monroe, and the future Monroes, the brilliant jewels of your steps. 


22. viii. 1966 
Monroe, N.Y. 


We offer fire to fire, fuel to fuel, 

Smoke to smoke and flame to flame, 

Matter to matter and sparks to sparks: 

Into fire do the gods offer your speech. 

From this searing burning we have seen your person 
With the color of light. 



00 Elixir, or the dew of life; the moon is the cup from which the gods drink amrita when it 
is full. 
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Dear *Tflmbimuttu: 

Joy, joy. We have located your excellent manuscript— Gita 
Sarasvati. I can see why you were concerned. It is very fine and 
I hope you publish it and see that it gets maximum expoiure. If we 
can assist in any way, let us know. 

Also looking forward to seeing the back issues in book form for — 

early distributiihn from both of us. We have an accumulation of orders 
already. 
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Peace, 
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Robert E. Mogar, Ph.D. 
Editor 
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Tne Welsh Word _y the oroad river ox' i_.;o 

Pulsing and brivht as a snail of ihhit to the Void, Shiva_ 

xhe poet_c wore, vita several. overlays ul moaning 
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Which criss-cross and outi_ex a^air, croat_ag ...ew wovx; 
which repeat tr.« process to infiniop, vC . c .,^ +, ,. 


The po« wic word, Should coin/dx.; 
of iueanin.. . 
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iaealxp, it would be tae whole poe-, dancing ^ Ik other A .< 


sentence.. 


X-.e "0;'u, i .,2 .._ra, Vod&,... tHe .) 


)tf\«ivenS* v/ora 


is to .xak' 


Li w._xca a.o telescoped all souauh, meaning.n, fox*xu^; 

tb- to, «ro»t vo.-W ,f th~ back-drop in tne theatre, 
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Leaves of .-rass sx. of the oooks and k-oi;, i i; ixoraries, 
ihe seed-word ,bTja), hue seaau of baiva (glav^-, in darasvati. 


Is t::e creator 
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The Word works Hie t.-xt.il : csg-wh.sis or t.ie Kosnos, 
xhe spheres in tac heavens 

And the revolving, bright spheres in Owe minds. 


2 , 

In the beginning was the Word 
And the Word was with God 
. And the Word was God 
Was the chanking echo from Eosmos. 

The Word is said and the Thing appears. 

It said, in Hebrew, ''Let there be Light( hur ) 1 * and there was Light( Aur ) 
The Word creates: the thought molds matter 

And the worlds came tumbling in with the tongue of jazz... 

Weaving the Kediterranean Logos ol ner.o clivus, 

-tlato, and the Alexandrian, Philo, wno snowed tne way 
To the deliverer of tne Fourth Gospel. 

the Word( vac ) was made flesnj out tnere is a difference ii± ideas 
Between tne 1 'perennial philosophy'' ( Sanaatana Pharma) . the remnant 
Of a universal store of knowledge, the possesion once of all mankind 

And Cnristiani^y. ±o dnarma (Eternal ~ Law) God is the material cause 
of the world. It's matter. 

To the dualism of the Christian Logos it is not. To dharma . the 
Word is not incarnated in 
One historical "arson, out in all matter and men. 



The Word. was made fiesa, not in one historical place, 
ir. one particular person, on one particular date. 

It appeared from THAT, whicn is Shiva, and now appears in the flesh 
ana other forms of matter 

. S- r if f lyS j j f'~ I 

m l? vr<r '' ^ I? wuX ft ftr? 

Of all individual living beings, or oiJM.' ri ..ilea as they are, 

Each of whom, through Veda, tne Word, tne uitoiiate, uu«u^ 
free of tne Scriptures 

hay directly oecone Shiva, wuose Sa..asvau_, UJ ? female energy, 
is the word: v'ai : 


urist ii -,ci o, a_i_o c 


With the rc.uiaixt u± 


wax ■. o 


no earth as j; 


man form, 


, a crown of 


thorns, a iiars-x rosary in nis 


And tne voles 


bomoea Lome—, t :e 0:>.go a., 


a, sent to tiie 


s taue 3 


dried with expauuin,. , cos .os-siued words, ' ' Juut about me.' 1 


Tne Christ, a-one, was won in n. 
Others were not, are not, 


Ar.a will never ue. 
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,iut vak, trie rforu, ••nancies^ in w* 

Ana is unowaole arid known as Curasvati is 


aereelf 


That is oniva, in tuat sjj-l. 


ritaa L exp^x'ionce is Cric iGu.^.* 
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In the beginning was Ood (SraJapatir vai idanl aalt ); 

And with him was the Wordf laaya wag dvitiva asit ); 

And the Word is Goa. ( Vax vai paramai£ h-rah^ i • 

So that the sentient rose of flesh, tne fiery ooulder and mountain. 

All forms of matter, atomic oeings ( ojvas J 'spotted through' with Life, 

Kay tux o ugh the Word become If, Shiva xtse.L^., wnose ci'ea^ive energy is 
Sarasvati, caressing tne viria, 

Ihe talking, human lute, 

Capable of conversation, oi prouucxn^ aj.1 aounc.s; who wears the Drixliant 
garlana of lijgn, rouna. ner sienaer neck 

Wnich xs tne fetters, tne Syllables, tne tforus and Sentences of Speech ('Va|t 1 

i I 

- 

Sarasvati rising tne mij.a ooose, tne danuer, Hay -sa. tnat abstract bird of 
li e ht, 

Whose very name is tne mystic sum real symbcn, of all breathing things: 

The natural name ox tne vital oi-eath, .uaa.ixtsteu as tne expiring ( gam ) 
atm tne inspiring i san 4 , ox a.i.1 ^rca tning cr^awares — 

j-iX-aceu as tne^ &x*e, uo t-j.e pursatxon ox one oos ic duiiuer, the universe, 
expanding aim contracting, 

i r end out, as plants do* though on diidax’ent time scales} 
matter oroaches also, ringing- in tne ooon of onan fa es. 


ireatiiing 
And inert 


Saraswati rides the Swan, the Wild Goose, the xia^sah, 

Which swims on the surface of the water, but is nii bound to it. 

Plying through space, it migrates, north and south, following the seasons. 

Divine Essence, Hamsah . free wanderer between the celestial and earthly 
spheres, 

Descending on the waters of the earth, taking wing again to the utmost 
on high 

You are che divine substance wnich as embodied in us, and yet unconceBmuid 
with us. 

We are earth-bound, limited in aife strength, in virtues and 
consciousness, 

But as a spark of the divine, whicn is unlimited, immortal, virtually 
omniscient and all - power!iH, 

We are wanderers of the two spheres, like the wild gander. 

ihe macrocosmic gander ( namsa ), the Supreme Self in the body of the 
Universe, 

Whose song of inhaling (nam)and exhaling ( sah ) is the sound the yogi hears 
when he controls the rhythm of his breatxi ( pranayAmg. ) 

Is said to be a manifestation of the ''inner fo ander'' which is within us. 

Thus, by constantly humming its own name, ham— sa. hamssa in our breath 

The inner presence reveals itself to the yogi-initiate... 

The son^ ox the ' 'inner gander'' 


has a final secret to disclose: 


Hain-ea . Ham-sa it sings, but at the same time, with the syllables 
reversed, 

* * 80-ham , so-ham , 11 it insists; and since 3 a means ''this'', and Ham"I r ‘, 
The lesson is this:''This 1 am, This i am, 1 ' rippling in the i r rf i rt i tir 1 ai r 
of the breath. 


The individual "I" of limited facub/bies, sodden with delusion 
Tight and lour—square, hooped line a oarrej. in the ha./a or illusion of 
World-Appearance 

Am actually This, lie, Seif ( At-.an j , t-.e ni. nosu Seif, 


Of unlimited consciousness 


ess a*.u existence. 


X am -!e y Jraramutman ). who is free an 


a urviiie. 
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Every moment of innalation and exnalation asserts the Supreme Void in whom 

breath abides^ ''And,'' sings the glorious bird >K 

^ 1 4 \~f' ^ 6r?s rL jJocU to 0 ft / ’* L V> S' v*h»-i j 

*‘ When the sun a^d moon nave disappeared. X float and swim with slow 

movements on 

The boundless expanse of tne waters , i an the Lora, and 1 am the Gander * 11 

Sarasvati rides tne namsa . tne oreatn—spaxh oi the universe. 

Without hex* there is no Creation. And she proceeds from the 
nothingness that i3 ’Shiva, nut how can that be? 




Of If n 4, r eenawy cA^eje^in^’j-: 

xhe first of the contia.ua underlining all perceptible forms appears 

to be space. 

Absolute empty space is conceived as a limitless, undifferentiated, 
indivisible continuum 

In which reside the imaginary divisions of space, ihe seeming localisation 
Of heavenly bodies, and their movements, creates the illusion of a 
division of space. 

Similarly, time is indivisible. Absolute time is an ever-present eternity' 
which seems inseparable from space. 


Relative time results from the apparent division of space by the rythmn | 

of the heavenly oodles. jj 

fhe tnird continuum mown to us is tuo ught* Everything exists with a form; 

i 

within a cooruinaleci system. 

It seems to oe tne realization of a plan, the materialization of an 


aream. 


organized 


hence the visible universe was conceived as tne form of tne thought of its 


creator. 


Whenever we go to the root of any tiling, we find no longer a suDstMice, 
out a mere form, a concept, 

Whose nature can oe iaentiiiea with that of thought. 


I 

And since the cosmos is a creative process, the manifestation 
of a conscious power, 

We are led to search for an active, or conscious, substratum for each of 
the perceptible phenomena. 

Which proceed from the goddess Sarasvati from whom is Nature bora 

( Prakriti ) 

whose substratum is Shiva, whose creative energy she is. 

The substratum of space is existence (sat); 

The substratum of time is experience or enjoyment (anandji); 

The substratum of thought is consciousness ( Cit ). 


And so s a t -c i t-ananda . The Goddess appears at the root of the three 

aspects 

( guna-s ) of existence 

As Reality, Consciousness and Experience A i n all satchitanawd^. 

■ 

As Reality, she is the power of co-ordination, the centripetal AiholdingAX 
tendency visible in the sun. 

As Experience or pure absolute enjoyment, the innermost nature of 

existence, 

she is the power of the centrifugal disintegrating tendency, 

visible in fire. 

As consciousness, she is the power of understanding, the revolving 
tendency visible in the moon. 

Creation arises from this triple form of power, of which Shiva's trident i«j 
the symbol. 

She is Sarasvati, the goddess of speech, of music and poetry. She is the 
''creation by the Word.'' 



Ihe Word or Sound '* - >s '• .- i .'<?^'c ( 


(Mental to us 

But to normal, men, Si:. Its, iV, Wj - • • quiescent state 


Is soundless ( aahafcia ), if ^ 


-• f V\ <ry » 


■ r«Qf»oy object ( airviahaya ). 


is beyond our ovaprci- 


In the transcendental Shiva, thereto e is 

Neither name ( naoa ) nor fcrv: (ruva). 

In this Infinite Calm of it (Shiva) mere arises now a metapnysical 
Point of stress or bir.au 


Which stirs forth ( prasura tr ), as the multiple forces of the universe. 
It is through this Bindu, the point limit, where the universal being 
and the individual being unite 

The universe Is manifested and then withdrawn again at the dissolution. 


This movement ia Shiva, lorouga Desire, or Love ( fo-aa ) , through the 
stress of the One wishing to be Many, 

The movement through hi a Lady Saraswuti, Saras . or the flowing one, 


is Oreat 


Che universe as tie revolt i e ?ivixe Desire ( Kama ) or Will ( lochs) . 


tin- r <v' ■- ■■ • ho-. T 'q v,' - u? V&&S&) is, among other things, 

1 *** ‘ „#h, 


p * ^Jc^i f ril Jjr*. bthsfol ‘ ^ vt ‘ i 


j f tne One to be 




Transcendent Love constantly works through individual sex-impulse for the 


continued 

Creation of the universe. The Divine Sarasvati in Shiva (She as abstract 

as himself) is eternal and the begi nning of all things, 
spoke 

And thus^Parmenides of another century: * ’He aivised Eros the first of 

/V ‘ 

all the Gods”. 


*’Plow” or ’’Motion” ( Saras ) is the accent of her lovely name: Sarasvat; 
White are her garments and transparent whiteness is the color of Ether 

(Mt&) 

and the cosmic Intellect (buddhi). 

The flowing One is ’’She Who goes pure from the mountain to the sea.” 


Sacred river, now called the Sarsuti, that falls from the hi g h Himalayas 
into our echoeing minds and bodies, 

"Watery and elegant’’the Saraswati river, is your name: flood of fertility 

your 1 

J 

hips like ripe fruits, your thighs curved as the sand-banks, 

You flow in and around the static Ether which materialized at the Creation. 


With the roaring sound ’’Has'', and then stood rigid 

ASthe still sea of ether on which the whole universe opens and flows 

,-U h.,*. -.X rience, with its dualism of subject and object. 


n~, 

This dual play of Saraswati, of subject and object takes place in the 
Ether of Consciousness (fiiiaJayUi) 

In such, a way that Consciousness ( cit )ia neither effaoed, or affeoted, 
When transcendenoe of the false dualism and Immanence with the Primal 
Cause 


Is acheived through the yogic, psychedelic, the saintly, or poetic 

ecatacy. 

This is creation ( Srsti )or.more properly, seeming development (* n-r ' 1 * 

Since the English word ''Creation}' involves an absolutely first appjgg # 


and does not truly describe the process. 


/ 
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It excludes the notion that Cod is the material cause 
Christian ''creation' 1 is neither out of pre-existing matter 
Nor out of Cod's own substance. 


To clearly state the process, Shiva Itself, in the form of 
Its Power (Saraswati) goes forth ( Prasarati ) 

To create the illusory world-play ( Maya ) of subject and object, 
which is transcended by yogis, the psychedelics, 
saints, and poe^ts. 

This creation ( Srsti )endures for a while ( Sthlti ). that is, 


according to Hindu reckoning, S billion 640 million 
years, which is One Day of Shiva. 


Thsn it is engulfed in complete dissolution ( i^hanraiava ) for 
One Night of Shiva, of equal duration. 

Sarasvati, his Sakti, or Energy, has re-entered Shiva 
And in avn. a new creation is contained, potentially, 

in the unmanifest, undifferentiated Shiva-Sarasvati. 


She Supreme Sound ( Sabda- h-rahman ) as a coming forth ( Ullasa ) 

of Shiva has subsided into the eternally existing Calm 
Just as the rising wave breaks, and sinks upon the ocean; or 
a fountain into the waters that feed it;"— 1 , 

Only to rise again when the Divine Desire itirs. 


This awareness of the creation and dissolution of the Universe 

experienced in the yogic or other (psychedelic) expansion 
of the self 

In which the cosmic body reveals itself as the throbbing mirror 
of IT, in vibrant shapes and patternings in motion, of 
extraordinary color, 

Is the thunderous OH, yes, of modem cosmology. The burning prelude 
was a single searing sun, a dense "primeval atom" 


Which exploded and sent all natter rushing outward in the pristine 
sheer symphony. 

The speeding galaxies are the gossamer strings and frets and 
fluted belly of her vina, aid of the big explosion 

... Ihe rtar-.ng sound Ham which proceeded from OH, wiuch i.s Shiva, 
furv.viing opac^, time and fc rms 



The roaring sound of the cosmic flash of light, of the burning 
beginning, 

Is still with us, transformed to radio waves, first caught on a 
Hew Jersey hilltop. 

Light and radio waves are forms of electromagnetic radiation of 
different frequencies, 

The latter, the slowed down whimper of light. Was it like QM. The 
first manifestation of articulate language, the music of 
the spheres, the hum in the sea-shell 

Of the one eternal syllable of which all that exists is but the 
development? 

The past, the present, and the future are all included in the 
sound 014 

And Shiva, who exists beyond the three forms of time, is also 
implied in it. 

0M is the one indestructible sound, the Immensity beyond, which 
is said to contain all rushing language and me anin g 

Including the first sound of creation. Some think the galaxies 
will go on flying forever 

Asserting the principle of the expanding universe. 

The greater number 

Believe in the pulsating model, the yogi’s, the model of the 


They know mutual pull of gravitation will slow and stop the 
gal&xiea 

And they'11 fall down to ooaleaea again 
Ziike a round of pebble* thrown up to the Void. 

This universe, extruded from Shiva, our astronomers say, 

Is about ten billion years old, and will expand 
For another thirty billion years— the Day of Shiva. 

Then, it will stop and plunge for another forty billion years, 
the Night of Shiva, into an incredibly dense mass 
Destroying all galaxies, stars, planets and the life clinging 
to 'them, in an endlessly self-immolating holocaust. 

Congealing once more,pressures will rise, temperatures soar 

ktlitmrsxsfxdsgxaaar billions of degrees 

The entire mass explode once again. And as flaming matter flies 
Galaxies, s£ars and planets will coalesce into the delicate 
lace of creation, 

Bright discs and globes hang on the infinite wand of darkness 
Maxi Non-livimg atoms and molecules stumble on to the key of self 
-reproduction, u ec. 
And individual lives begin a new cycle, from the Absolute 
Potential which always exists. 

And that is what through introspection and samadhj . the trance 

state, the Indian yogis, become sages, perceived an„ tan 
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GITA SARASWATI t i *7 ta. Cr*-«S{-*- 

A / 

(/A i. run aiuui^iutt o\/xr.i\UD'j 

PART ORE^'CREAT^N AND\j>]SSqjOTI(» 

In the beginning was God (Prajapatir vai id an asit )j 

And with him was the Word (Tasya vag dvltiy a aslTt) ; 

_ ^ 

And the ’Word is God (Vag vai parama^ Brahma)* 
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With the cracking glacier sound, with thunder of Time's hooves on 

!*. •*»?, > 

the mountain • ■ • 

foie timel ess soup d of the conch-shell is in the intricate ear,' 

•;- •' “) ' ' - - 

(lhe/ghorse of. the sacrifice is in the mountain)-^ 


v^b j 


* % . / y j 

With the roaring sound. Ham , so speaks the Word,/;vhiciT~i3liwoman, 

to Wrvua^^ 

The multifoliate tree of Shiva's Energy^Sarasvati, 

V.i «v id 

Whose every branch, bough and spray is the ancient vernation 

' :■€ 0\*r * 

of our knowledge; 


s? ;; 
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Green and quivering on the mountain top 

V 

I ‘ 

Half in green leaf and half in flame • 

Like the tree of the Celtic Mabignogion 

— Ihe Welsh Word by the broad river of Time 

Pulsing and bright as a shaft of light to the Void, Shiva — 

The poetic word, with several overlays of meaning 
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Not olasely cropped and shaved for discursive oi* journalistic use 



Colliding ,tilth several outflexions 
of meaning 


^■hich criss-cross and outflex again, creating new words 
W* 11 ®* 1 to infinity* to create the poem# 



2dca3&55, The poetic word should contain large, aggglutinative masses 
of meaning. 

Aw^it would be the whole poem, dancing with^b&sssa, to make a 
sentence# 

T.ie Y.'ord, the Word, Veda, Veda the immense word 


In which are telescoped all sounds, meanings, formsj 
In the miniscule, the great word of the backdrop in the theatre, 
the mountain, the prairie, i 

The great Word of the poem and epic^ the immense Y/ord of the Universe 


••••leaves of^grass sum of the books and learning in Ubr&rieaj 
Iho seed-word (bija), the semen of Shiva (blJavan), in Saraswati, 
Is the creator of the Kosmoe..* 


T.e Word works tho turning cog-wheels of the Kosmoa, 


The spheres in the heavens 

IhU the revolyir^, bright spheres in our minds* 








In the beginning was the Word 

A ni the Word was with God 

And the Word waa God 

Was the chanking eoho from Kosmos. 

Ihe Word is said and the Thing appears* 

It eaid,^n Hebrew, "let there be Light(Aur)w and there was light (Aur) 
The Word creatos» the thought moulds matter 

And the worlds came tumbling in with the tongue of Jaza... 

’Weaving the Mediterranean Logos of Heraclitus, 

Plato, and the Alexandrian, Philo, who showed the way 
To the deliverer of the Fourth Gospel* 

Ihe \&rd(yac)was made flesh* but there it a difference in ideas 
Between the '’perennial philosophy 1 (s&nantana dharma), the remnant 

Of a universal store of knowledge* the possesion onoe of all mankind 

« 

N 

And Christianity* To dharma (Eternal - Law) Ood is the material cause 
of the world. It’s matter* 

To the dualism of the Christian Logos, it is not* To dharma, the 

’ » •- " ... 

Word la not incarnated in 

One historical person, but in all matter and men* 




t 


4 

Tl\e V'i-d wa3 made flesh, cot in one historical place, 

In one particular person, on one particular date* 

It appeared from Th-Tj which is Shiva, and now appears ih the flesh 
and other forms of matter 

Of all individual living beings, or Jivas, limited as they are, 

Each of whom, through Veda, tho Word, the multifoliate, flowing 
tree of the Scriptures 

}£ay directly become Shiva, whose Sa^asvati, the female energy, 
is the Words Vaks 

The Christ figure, alone, walked the earth as God in human form, 

Y,ith the remnant of tho universal store of knowledge, a or own of 
thorns, a harSh rosary in his hands, 

And the voice of booked London, the Congo and Vietnam, sent to the 
stakes 

Cried with expanding, cosmos-sized words, ’’Vfnat about me?" 

I 

, I 

Ibe Christ, alone, wa3 Sscrma God in human form 
Others were not, are not, 

'YxtV-CV 

And TtZSS c will^be* 

Vax, the Viord /uinifesta herself in every man 
A y knca*ble and kr*cr.m as Saradvati is in hers If 

l.iva, in taat spiritual axperieco which la thejYeda, 


ChT ^ u # 









In the beginning was God (Prajapa tlr va i idaiLasit) j 
And with him wa3 the Word (Tanya vag dvitiya i 3 it) j 
And the Word is God (V ag val paranaj^Erahaa) j 

So that the sentient rose of^flesh, the fiery boulder and mountain, 

4 

Ail forms of matter, atomic beings ( Jiva3 ) 'spotted through* with Life' , 
my through the Word become Shiva it3elf, whose creative energy is 

4 

Sarasvati, caressing the vina, 

Tie talking,human lute. 

Capable of conversation, of producing all sounds i Who wears the brilliant 
garland of light ground her zcsik slender neck/ 

Ihich is the Letters, the Syllables, The Words and Sentences of Spoech ( Vak) « 

Sarasvati riding the Wild Goose, the Gander, Ham-aa, that abstaot bird of 

n 

light, 

These very name is the mystic and real symbol of all breathing things t 
?be natural name of the vital breath, manifested as the expiring (ham), 
and the inspiring (sah) , of all breathing creatures *■— 

« 

linked as they are, to the pulsation of the Cosmie Gander* the universe, 
expanding and contracting, 

Srsathiqg in and out, as plants do, though on different time scales) 

Asa inert aatter breathe) also, ringing in th&boo2 of changes, 
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Sirasvrati rides the Swan* the Y/114 Goose , the Hams ah* 

7.hich scrims on the surface of the water, but is not bound to it* 

Flying through space, it migrates, north and south, following the seasons# 

Divine Essence, Kam 3 ah, free wanderer between t!^3 cexestial and^/eartnly 

Descending on the waters of the earth, taking wing again to the (Aa< ost 
on high 

You are the divine substance which i3 embodied in us, and yet unconcearned 
with us, 

77« are earth-bound, limitod in life strength, in virtues and itfa , 
consciousess, 

3ut as a spark of the divine, which is unlimited, immortal, virtually 
omniscient and all-powerful, 

r«e are wanderers of the two spheres, like the wild gander* 

The macrocosmic gander (hamsa), the Supreme Self in tne body of the 

r .— 

Universe, 

TTncse song of inhaling (hai) and exhaling (sah) is the sound the yogi hears 
when he controls the rhythm of his breath (praUiyania^ 
la said to be a manifestation of the "inner gander" whioh is within us* 

v 

.C b /WM *V /VHX4, 

Thus, by constantly hunaiinjg/ii£s» ham-sa, haa-sa in» our breath 
7^* Inner presence reveals itself to the yogi-intiate*** 
fhe song Of the "inner gander" has a final secret to disclose* 


















? 




S, * 


Baa-.sa, Haa-sa it sings, but at the same time, with the syllables 


reversed. 


"So^h aa , so~ham,” it insists? akd since Sa means ”this, and Bza ”1”, 

'V'tyiv) -O''’—■£-£< — A—^ 

The lesson is this:”This I am, This I am,” ^rv>w 0 f 


the breath. 


V" 


The individual "I” of i ±2 limited faculties, sodden with delusion 

_. xf i 

Tight and four-square, hooped like a barrel in tha lifya /’’Illusion] of 

/A f 

World-Appearance 

Am actually This, He, Self (Xtman), the Highest Self, 


Of unlimited consciousness and existence, 

"I am He (paramatjnan), who is free and divine.” 

'lively moment of inhalation and exhalation asserts the Supreme Void in whom 
breath abides, ” And ,” sings the glorious bird 
”When the sun and moon have disappeared, I float and swim with slow 
movements on 


The boundless expanse of the waters » I am the Lord, and I am the Gander*” 

th. istnc, 

Sarasvati rides tha Hamsa, the breath-spark of^gosaoa 


'Without her there is no Creation* And she proceeds from the 
Tha nothingness, Ssa satat ri that is Shiva*(But hour can that 


? 
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And a substratum for Mae, as there seemed to be oae for thought? 
Boro those different substrata, the fonts of a .Mil nor. subtle one, 

tha irdoscribablei&fShiva? 

„ i,r y Tit* 

lEdian P^^soph'aro/thought deeply before they built a model for 
the universe# 


v.hen we try to find the root of ary aspect of the created world 
we begin to imagine, there rau3t exist beyond its fora • 

Some sort of causal state, some irdifferentiated; tx^x^sd^ 
continuum 


that p-rtioular fora is a seeming devolopaont, 

■fuo first of tb. coutinua underlining all porc.ptibl. forms .ppwr. 
to be space# 

ibtoiat. «w »pac= is oonooivod as a limitless, uaiift.»Btt»tsd, 
ixiiiviiibls' continues 






















In -which reside the imaginary divisions of space. The seemirg localization 
Of heavenly bodies, and thear movements, creates the illusion of a 
division of space. 

Similarly, time is indivisible. Absolute time is an ever-present eternity, 
which seems inseparable from space. 


Relative time results from the apparent division of space by the rythm 
of the heavenly bodies. 

Iho third,continuum known to us is thought. Everything exists with a form 
within a coordinated system. 

It seems to bo the realization of a plan, the materialization of an organized 
dream. 


» 

Hence the visible universe was conceived as the fora of the thought of its 
creator. 

Vihenever we go to the root of anything, we find no longer a substance, 
but’ a mare gotta, a concept, * 

Whose nature can be Identified with that of thought. 


And since ithe cosmos is a creative process, the manifestation 
of a conscious power, 

Vta are led to search for an active* or conscious, substratum for each of 

the perceptible phenomena, - p^ f> rt J, 

Which proceed from 1 the goddess Sarasvati free whom is Matpre bora 

y* 

whose subshatus is Shiva, whose creative energy she is. 






The substratun of space is existence (sat); 

Tne substratum of time 13 experience or enjoyment (ananda); 
The subPstratum of thought is consciousness (Cit)« 


Ahd so sat-cit-ananda* Tho Goddess appears at the root of tho three aspects 
(guna-s) of existence 

-SN_ i 

As Reality,Consciousness and Experience - in all satchit^ananda. 

As Reality, she is the power of co-ordination, the centripetal '’holding'’ 
tendency visible in the sun* 

, j p j ^ 'Tf^c cfy- A'f, u 

jaic.t ^hS^rt ^ } „^j 

As yypor-’i ^.r-dn^hp j^ s r i -r g-J —ra! 2 a T she is tho power of the centrifugal 
disintegrating tendency, visible in fire* 

As consciousness, she i3 tho pernor of understanding, the revolving 
tendency visible in the moon* 

Creation arises from this triple form of power, of which Shiva’s trident is 
tho symbol* . .. .. t .... 


S^e/is Saraswati, the goddess of speech, of music and pOatry. She is the 
^creation b ij the \7ord«» n 


Hie Word or Sound (S^abda) brings meaning or object (Artha) and Pratyaya 
(Mental Apprehension) to us; 

But to normal sen, £ hiva, in his transcendent, quiescent state 
Is soundless (aohabda), is not a meaning or an object (nirvishaya), and 


is beyond our comprehension (pratyaya)* 










In the transcendental Shiva, therefore, there is < 

Neither name (noo.a) nor fom (rupa). 

"fcbic InjCinj.'t© Cu l T2 Tt ( 5 y ~*vzl ^ » M< | 

1 there arises hot a metaphysical 

Poxnt of Stress or Bindu 

4 

V«V.ich stirs forth (ptrasarati), as the multiple forces of the universe. 
It is through this Sirdu, the point limit, where the universal being 
and the individual beingirunite 

The universe is manifested and then withdraw again at the dissolution. 


This movement ia Shiva, through Cosire, or Love (Kama), through the 
stress of/cn- vdshing to be ’/any. 

The movement through |hia mdy Saraswati, Saras, or tfe, flowing one, 
is Creation 

ao universe is tho result of th. Divine Desire (Kffma) or will <i, 0 fca). 


a th. physical world, th. Bivins Desir. (Kama) is, among other things, 
sexual desire. 

Ja the transcendent, it is tho first creative impulse of ths One to be 
mariy* 


It oegets Itself as men, beings, things, the weathers, moods and 
constellations. 


Transcendent Love constantly works through individual se^-impulse for the 
c oat i sued 

Creation of the universe. The Divine Sarasvati in Shiva ( she ae abstract 
hi&self) is eternal and t« beginning 0 f all things, 
ini thus spoke sides of another century* «S» divided Eros the first < 




‘~ 0t ’ cr S.otj.on 5 * (S-ras) 13 the ascent of her lovely name: Saraswati, 
White are ^E^rrts and transparent whiteness is the color of Ether (fi 
and^£osmic Intellect (buddhi). 

The flaving One is «£Sio Who goes pure from the mountain to the sea.«» 


S “? 1 * ^ *«*■» ** SHjialayas 

Blinds v^t ^bodies ^ 

VTatery and elegant''|/-t^/Saraswat^ is your name: x±xzr/o£ fertility, your 

. Y^ 

'hx'ps Xiice rxp© • rr'uiis^^urved &s ihc s&nd—b&nks> 

v /r^frft'ric- 7^ 

xou u.aovr an and around tha^sgixr Ether which/appeared at^Creation 


With the roaring sound »Eagf», and then stood ««3&* r*V^4 

^ ^ <p£,s 

4*3 tho^a^id ^r«*iGwor-k on which the whole universe/mivoa- and flows 
As who SJtt lTorld-expwriano e , with its£fc~£Xy of subject and object. 


Ihis dual pxay of Saraswati, of subject and object, takes place in the 

- . . 4 

yuaiterxjs the Ether of Consciousness (Cidalca^’fa) 
xn such a way that Consciousness (cit) is neither effacod, or affected, 
naan transcendence of the false^/ckauiiiy and Immanence with the Primal 

I 

Cause • . . 


_ 

Is acheived through the yogic, psychedelic, the saintly, or poetic ecstacy, £ 
2xis is creation (Srsti) or, more properly, seeming development (Pari^ama) 
c«^4.ce whs English word Creation/* involves an absolutely first appearance. 


and does not truly describe the process. 














t T 


It excludes the notion that God is the rnterui cause 


Christicr. ’’creation 1 ' is neither out of 
A T or out of Gcdts own substance. 


pre-existing matter 


A ° clearl y state the process, Shiva itse 1 - +-v, ^ 

» u *n the form of 

-ts power (Sarasv/ati) goes forth (Prasarati) 

To create the illusory wor^d— i \ 

y * ( ‘- a - ra ) of subject sald object 

which us transcended by vn 7 f, 

J •“* •/°S- S # the psychedelics, 

saints, and noets. 1 

This creation (Srsti) endures, for a v,hile (sthiti). that is, 
according to Hindu reckoning, e billion 640 million ’ 
years, which is One Day of Shiva. 

T..en *s engulfed in complete dissolution (Mahapralaya) for 
One Night of Shiva, of equal duration. 

^arasvat-o., his Sakti, or Energy, has re-entered Shiva 
And in Mahapralaya, a new creation is contained, potentially, 
in the unmanifest, undifferentiated Shiva-Saraswati. 


wanrdme Sound (Saoda-brahman) as a coming forth (Ullasa) 
Of Shiva has subsided intoothe eternally existing Calm 
Just as the rising wave breaks, and sinks upon the ocean; or 
a fountain into .the waters that feed it; 

0**-y ® *ise again when the Divine Desire stirs. 
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This awareness of the creation and dissolution of the Universe 

experienced in the yogic or other (psychedelic) expansion 
of the self 

In which the cosmic body reveals itself as,the throbbing mirror 
of IT, in vibrant shapes and patternings in motion, of 
extraordinary color 9 

IS the thunderous OM, yea, of modern cosmology. The burning delude 
was a single searing sun, a dense "primeval atom” 


Which exploded and sent all matter rushing outward in the pristine 
sheer symphony. 

The speedind galaxies are the gossamer strings and frets and 
fluted belly of her vina, and of the big explosion 

...The roaring sound Ham which proceeded from OM, which is Shiva, 
pervading space, tiime and forms. 

The roaring sound of the cosmic flash of light* of the burning 
beginning. 

Is still with us, transformed to radio waves, first caught on a 
New Jersey hilltop. 

Light and radio waves are forms of electromagnetic radiation of 
different frequencies. 
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The latter, the slowed down whimper of light. Was it like OM. the 
first manifestation of articulate language, the music of 
the spheres, the hum in the sea-she11 

Of the one eternal syllable of which all that exists Is but the 
development? 

« 

The past, the present, and the future are all Included In the 
sound 012 

And Shiva,who exists beyond the three forms of time, is als? 
implied in it. 

• . . 

OM is the one indestructible sound, the Immensity beyond, which 
is said to contain all rushing language and meaning 

Including the first sound of creation. Some think the galaxies 
will go on flying forever 

* ± • x _ 

■ 

Asserting the principle of the expanding universe. 

The greater number 

* » 

Beleive in the pulsating model, the yogi«s, the model of the 
heart. 

, * 

They know mutual pull of gravitation will alow and stop the 
galaxies 

And they»H fall down to cealesce again 

♦ 

Li*.e a round of pebbles thrown up to the Void. 
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riis universe, extruded fro,., Shi™, our astronomers say, 

1= about ten billion years old, and v.m ex card 

?or another thirty billion yearn _ the Day of Shiva. 


&on,it Will etop and plume for another rorty billion years, 
the Might of Shiva, into an inoredibly dense css 
ostreying all galaxies, stars, pinnate and the life clinging 
to then, in an endlessly self-isolating holocaust. 

Congealing =£ce more, pressures uill rise, temperatures soar 
billions of degrees, # ; 


The entire mass explode once again. A nd as flaming natter flies 

Galaxies, stars and planets will coalesce into the delicate 
lace of creation. 


Bright discs and globes hang on the infinite wand of darkness 
Non-living atoms and molecules stumble on to the key to self 
-reproduction, to use the language of modem science. 

Ana individual lives begin a new cycle, from the Absolute 
Potential which always exists. 

And that is what through introspection and samadhi, the trance 

state, the Indian yogis, become sages, perceived and taught. 
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SINHALESE LOVE SONGS 



T ALIBI MUTTU 


YOU CAME TO ME. 


you came to me with your red hibiscus lips and the 
saiitton moons tain congealed upon your brow like 
water gleaming in the nelun blossoms, 
you breathed on me with the full-blown pinesmell in 

^ P resc f nc ® the soft-voluptious mingling 

0-- the sungrain in the heavens when -the papaw— 
leaves are drooping big-eyed in the crackling 
noonday heat G 

you brust on me like a golden cassia shower of big- 
lipped innocence shaking a store of yellow-gleaming 
sovereigns into the quiet pool of the limpid & 

evening dusk 

and you spoke to me beloved in £he mysterious voice 

of pulsing sandalwood and softly breaking ia Amine 
Duda 

the stark nakedness of full-flashed lonely mountains 
and the wide open spaces with the stars swinging over 
them 

for y°u were my arnbalam* in the desert ways when 
th^ fire oi youth had died withen me Arfd like a 
snuMed-up candle flame in the breaching dark and 
leit me a wisp of cotton-nothingness in the 
racing squat tempest of life 
and you took me to.you belobed from the mud in which 
1 was born; wiped the rough tears from my eyes 
with with-your lotus fingers 
and gave thid ragged and vagrant soul the little 
happiness: for which it. had always longed 
with a dumb-eloquent look 
in its animal eyes 


—my poor 

^ves 





I DID NOT KNOW. 

i did nut know that the remeuibranee of your eyes 
was the sorrow of the ninth-month floods and the 
fury of the monsoon tempests when they batter the 
mud-and-bamboo homesteads down 
else i would never have attempted this wilderness 
&lone and forsaken your warm bodom for this}?! 
grim mockery of an ambalam*that is happy with 
sorrow-falls and bright with curling darkness 
i grabbed a crackling sun within my spurting fingers 
and found thart i had sought the wreckage of a 
faded dunflowr in my youthful impulsive pursuit 
for escape 

for the having of you was also % juggernaut sorrow 
too heavy for my fleshed-and-felooded nakedness 
to endure with fortitude and manly undauntedness 
that's why i sought, an odour when the blossom was 
in my hand a twining glamourous prescence forever 
that's why i'm pining away in this lone-loneliness 
and regretting i ever left you my 
Nurmi.' 










YOU ARE DELICATE LIKE A PINK COWRIE. 

you are delicate like a pink cowrie that the flower 

hands of the ocean have deposited on the soft-sanded 
shore 

and i am afraid to touch you with my passion lest you 
crumple like an earthenware pitcher under the wheels 
of the juggernaut in which our Lord is carried in 
state wfeeh fee visits the dim bazaar 
so let me hold you in my hand my Nunni like a glistening 
heap of rosy pomagranate that i am reluctant to eat 
because they are so very beautiful to look at 
and let me twine around you like the broad emerald 
flame of a giant creeper that clings in a delirium 
of happiness to the brown bosom <££! a lofty tree in 
the jungle 

for i want, to have you Nunni, gently, delicately in my 
blood like the fragrant spices that breathe impal- 
pably in the Moorman’s muscat and his sherbet wine 
and i want to breathe and throb and thrill and live 

and die with y^u in a perfect oneness-loneliness i 
for you are the dark oil within the bowl and i the wickjj 
®nd how shall i ever burn without you? 


1 




UAW YOU HKAK MY iliiAKX BkAXlNu AT YOUK WINDOW?.. 

can you hear my heart/ beaming at your window Nunni? 
you say it is only t»hu monsoon rain 
dfcd you not. know i was the wind and the clouds and 
theclouds and the beetle-black darkness 
boi'bre i was bom? 

can you not. near t»nc murmur or the molten water 
slipping among the peacock reeds my Nunni? 
do not. toll me it is only tnc stream 
ror i was a sunkist stream in tne mountains before 
you were bom and 

and i know it is my love that is deep 

j 

can you not feel my lips on your lotus feet my Nunni? 
i was also the dew in the grass 

anflyiwhcn you sleep among the hot-mingling gram and 
and the dunspurtrs bbnsgurPssun-spurts 
remember you are resting on my heart 





I WILL BUILD A BUNGALOW FOR YOU. 

i will build a. bungalow for you just as the white men 
have upon the ddge of the intimate-sprawling sea 
with a flame-coloured verandah pressed with close- 
cropped railings milky as the jasmin moon 
and the exulting wind from the ocean shall curl throu¬ 
gh tny sun-kist hair like love 
and we’11^ sit together two clasping pools of sun¬ 
shine on the lake, with our hearts excitedly 
young-1ipped-whispering 

and you will bud and flower in my brimmeng habd like ' 
sparkling water in the lonely jungle places 
and i will drink of your daybreak-simple beauty in 
the restless heaving sunshine... 


ah Nunni, why must you live away from me? 
and why must i be alone? 








REPG3BUL C07/-BELLS;. 

reposeful cow-bells arc tinkling like silver stars 
where the soft-foidod ground is a quietness of 
spurting grass 

and a violet ring-dove in the brave-fingeised palmyra 
quoodlos of the yearning that is born in things of 
the earth for each other,as the lips of the sunset 
stain tne hills and the sea 
so steal into my heart my Nunni witn tne surge ox the 
honch that the Holy Brahman is di owing to our many-i 
handed god in the darkness of the tempie 
steal like the brave-timid wind stealing into the 
warm bosom of tne jasmin beds or a secret snake 
into the slime-soft darkness of a soft-iieshed 
mystery....... 

Nunni i 
ah my Nunni 1 







( 3 ? 


W HEN THE W ANDERING; CLOUDS. 

when the wandering ilouds or night have pitched 

have pitched their grey tenta in the stark wastes of the sky 

come into the tent of my heart beloved 
for then am i tired with my toil 

and if on a dark night you shall discover 
a lonely r ose heavy-lidded and sleepy with dew 


remember it is my tired heart 
weeping for you 
in darkness 


* * * *** * * * * * * 



BE TO ME AS THE SUN IS TO THE SKY. 

fee to me aa the sin is to the skywhile the crumpled. 

hours are withering like blossoms 
spring in me as an eternal spring unbudding a sv.irl 
of light and laughter in* a silver shining rose 
besfny light when the rolling cogs of darkness pass 
silently over the face of the earth 
abide with me like the firm rock in the forest and 
the undying whisper hovering on# Laxapama* like a 
molten eternal palm frond in the air 
speak to me with the voice of the atreamside willows 
and £he murmur of platinum moonlight spattering the 
passionate rice-fielda 

and hold me fast beloved in the faotness of thy lonel 
ness # 

a joy removed foom the breeding of the earth 


hold fast 
fast 



YOU LOOKED AT ME WITH YOUR EYES LIKE FULL-BLOWN LGTUSjr 


you looked at me wi^h your eyes like full-blown lotus¬ 
es and sx.iash-eiioered my Suul/ that was hard as 
seasoned satTiur/vood 

and my soul was. a fragrant heap of lemanthemum bloss¬ 
oms. delicate—fleshed-voluptious in their naked 
moonstone mflkiness 

i flowered and heaved within me in bank upon bank of 
vernal floweriness wet-leaved and after-shower- 
flesh-exotic smelling like a bursting cloud of 
crimson lantana inflorescences 
and i did not know where to hide ray flaming passion 
too mighty for the dagaba* of ohe earth to*enshrine 
it in its brick-and-raortar-passionless bowels and 
without light and without bursting warmth to hold 
it isolated in seclusion 

and i climbed up to the barreh mountains and crucified 
my fruitfulness upon its heightsand my wail weht up 
to the sorrowing sky 

and the tear drops that were shed from the heavy 1-f 
-lidded eye of the heavens 
aretrf the showy lemantheraum ctiyi the Kandy streams, 
tne blood-blot lantana in the Vanni and all the 
blood-and- milk-warm-passionate blossoms 
of the world 



EVEN ThUUtrH YUU MUST BE GOIMU AWAY.. 

oven though you must* bo going away from mo to a plaeo 
where tho fogs aro liko the loaves in tho jungle 
and. tho sun but seldom shines 
Nunni/ you will como to me by and by a»et 
and i will como to you 

you will como to mo litac a quiet breeze in tho evening 
when i m tired and very old 

when my hair is white liko water-lilies on tho stream 
and my eyes are dimmed and gone 

and i will take you in my old tired arms 
and forget you ever went 

for even though you will live for many weary harvests 
in the white-mans teeming cities 
your heart will remain fom ever 
with me 




GOME TO ME WHEN THE CANNA SUN 


come to me when the canna dun is reeling drunkenly 
on the edge of the high-terraced rice fields and 
the crimson water is clotting in thin sinous 
streaks among the rjassionate hills r 

come to me when ghe song of the breeze is eddying 
sensually through the filagree neem in delicate 
casc a des of soft sound and the spiny brittle 
stars ai.re pricking out of heaven 
steal to me aw^y from the huts of y^ur tribe and 
the eager fields of your -tribe- koeralay* to 
the stark loneliness of my desert horns 
for i want to hold you naked and palpating oh ray 
bed beloved r a wild eyed child, slender as a 
leop a rd and noble as the hilld of your blossom- 
smeared Kandyan home 



YCUR. FACE WAS GOLHEN LIKE THE TEA-BLC.GS’CIiI. 

your face was- golden like the tea-blossom my ifunni 
that moon-burned night we lay beside the eanna 
bed behind the white-man's stately park 
and we whispered our first lowe to each other very 
softly like two winds straying into a corn-field 
hand in hand and shaking the rice—ear—anklets 
to a honey sweet eatescy 

and when i felt your wet lips cling to mine with 
the dense passion that is born of holy love, i 
looked up to see your baby face that was golden 
as the tea-blossom 

and all i saw was a ridge of moonlight on a myste¬ 
rious waste of darkness with two still-watered 
pokunas#that were your- beautiful eyes 
and now that you are absent foom my arms, and the 
golden moon is resting oft the palm-leaf like a 
b i_ht veined rose-petal on quiet u^l owing 
water 

my heart is. cracking like a dried-up stick beneath 
the w&ight of th|s. loneliness^ too lonesome to 
bear because it is the loneliness beloved 
for you 




THE SMOKY-LEAVED CASUARIN&, 


the smoky-leaved casuarina spreads its thin smudge 
like a cloudy veil against yhe warm breast of the 
sky 

and i am flowing an inchoate mass of blue darknes., 
into yhe broad folds of the evening that is spread 
in the spacious air like the muslin-vague odour 
of vegetation in a fast-budded lonely jungle 
i am losing myAelf in the vague tumble of lily stars 
and the unobtrusive smilax in the grass with its 
humble odorous flowers little as sesamura seeds 
but the remembrance of you is a griin-sweating cable 
of ten-twist hemptoat hails me back to myselr with 
the cruel realization of this unwearable lone¬ 
loneliness 

so i strand and pray comled within the vast hall of my 
lonely deserted heart i was lost forever in the 
close-foetused removedness of a pulsing lily star 
of a passionate smilaa. bud 

and i wish i could burn my shadow from my feet fox* you 
are my eternal shadow and my shadow is eadnes«- 
eternal sadness because you were joy transcendant, 
in the scarce-away days, not very long ago 








Imnlmiiiiiiii 


TWO-tWENTYSEVEN WEST ELEVENTH STREET 
NEW YftRK, NEW YORK 10014 



Csr &jL-i t'O*#^ s o n 


r* tale has ,nn "riding 
my tale 

has no beginning 

i felt 

a song undone within 

when we first met 

there was no beginning 
it will not end 


MLI Aim HAYA HOW DANCE. 


w 

0 Natorajah 

Noblest,/XXKHX grandest conception of flan 
Fu-si^tt i K> o^ c 

<Science, ^religion and art "imAme- 

) Moo are" tk<- 

^Key to the complex fabide of life 
■a^/Hot^om faction or country 
Or one Century 

. Mou A v-«r 

^Universal In your meaning 


To philosopher, lover and artist 
Throughout 

Apex of all those artists 
Who have strived 



In remote islmd, desert or lonely garret 
To mold, limn, utter, utter 
Their Intuition of Life 


In these days of 2B8 thou^it in pigeonholes, compartr-wnto 

The syntloda of all thou^it 

INEVITABLE 


REAL 


Your profound cosmic rhythm 
Earth sound 
Sound of 
Not dogma 
The syncretism 

Of the facts tint are evident 
You are the Supreme Energy 
Science 48M# defined 
Rebind all plienomena 

No artiot of today, however great fi ^ s,;; 


interstellar spaces 

OK 

, "jt- V^upers 11 tio n 


NUANCE 


day broke 
on the hills 
i awoke 

and. sighed 

the day laughed 
through the glade 
i remembered 

and cried 


the day 
was a flame 
in the bttush 
hut within me 
was 

only 

a name 


a name 




V I 0 N E T T 3 


iron-rails and coach-wagons 
in the murky station 

deserted platforms ' 
and the lonely 

porter 

smoking a cigar 

three red lights 

are glowing 

in the distance 

i have missed my train 
to Colombo 


. *. 


REMEMBRANCE 


Wisps 

of remembrance 

crisp 

whorls 

swirling 

and hovering 

importunate 

at the doorstep 

Fricasee 

of friable crockery 

and cracknel crumples 

brittle to the 

mind’s feeble antennad 

and the urgent breath 

Then.... 

drifts 

curled and involuted 
tenuous 

whirled whistling 
and the stir 
of muslin 

softly soughing at your casements 
responsive to dimly fartili|P^ impacts 
Vague contact 

of the mind with old landmarks 
Luxurious waddle 
in the puddles 

of ancient scrub and stone and stubble 
Relaxation 

lapse of blood and muscle to lazy 

masturbation 

and then 

the squealing in the blast 

and onslaught 

of a baboon horde 

Lurch and roll and limbo 

the brake 

grates 

Shudder 







metallic palm-trees 
are Jangling 


In the breeze 


fat nutty bells 
are dangling 
like a hundred 

f ( 

breasts 


but 

the patient 

grass 

is creeping on 
and on 



i 


I 



/ 


a cluster of city lights 
huddling in the darkness 
a wild constellation 
of frightened eyes 

i am cranking my hike 
with merry feet . 
grinding a, happiness 
from grating cogs 
and rattling hall-hearings 

slipping to oblivion 
to mv love 

a hundred miles away • 






RUDE 

dirty pavements 
with eoolles 

J osB—eticks smoking 
In the dim bazaar 

and the pingo-man 
in a sarong 

rolling lif# 

grinning at the mouth 
happy in the mud 

that*s where lif# is rolling 
like a broad et e ee w 
stream 

the mighty 

torrent 

where 1 belong 
and 


i i 


this life 



■"mm 



MOTIF 

i fun the life 
and the awakening 
of the earth 

hut the e-rth 
does not want 
life 
or 

awakening 

the earth 
is a dead 
rat 


hanging 


SOLILOQUY 


lean willows 

are sprouting by the stream 
in merry hordes 

the dark water 
is the sad tale 
of a lover 

hut 

my tear-drop 
is an ocean 


no willows 

have i 

to comfort 


me 


WOMAN 


Incursion into India of the ukelele 

land of the lotus and filagree temples 
heavy with filoselle and figurines 
four-stringed Maori toad 
hut it cheered me hy the whistling stream 
strafed, strafed 

quashed Stradivarius hy the whistling stream 

Incursion into me of you 
was there a need 
a necessity? 

I do not know 

hut you were also heauty 

I carved a niche for you 


RSfBlATION 


Tears, sausage tears, durnhly dropping like apples 
more eloquent than cahhages 


* 


tScAUf 




WORDS 


words 

baste them in honey 
1 will discover them 

brazen words 
braised to tenderness 
i will not swallow 
without irritation 

that* s why 

' 

i am 

an enemy of men 

other men 
understand 
only by 



words 



C AT Al ISA 

1 dreamed 

In the lap of the wind. 

and broke of the bread of despair 

shimmering wheels are grinding in the dark 

• A vt 

a sad story 


x 

/ 

/ 


IDYLL 

lone grass 

lost 

»* 

and' alo* e 

you have wandered far 
in this wilderness 
of rock: 
and arid stone 

golden haulms 

caressing the warm earth 

you lie 

flesh to flesh 

blood to blood 

drunk with the warm flesh 

of the humid earth 

I 

f 

1 

you have come far * 
seeking 

i have a long journey 
to go 

yet 




to the solitude 




the silence 
and the loss 
in loneliness 

v/here the stars are 
and the plains 
and the burning sand 

where i will find 
W love again 
reborn 
of a foetus 
of loneliness 

for i am solitude 
vanished from men 
and sand 

in the n l wheels 

so let me go 
drifting 

to the wilderness 

to find my love 


Lew . 





H E VS I L L S 


make 

"beloved 

for the sky is heavy with the sun 
and fields are drowsy with light 

goodbye 

take all my love 
with you 
and leave me 

with loneliness 
end this longing for you 
this craving for you 

you are the beating in my blood 
so 

you will always be with me 

goodbye my life 

and yet i will always live 

» 

within a memory 

for you are life 



CHI AROSCUHO 


love 

you are hope 
in my despair 
but i remember 
hopes 

are 

abstractions 


love 

you are laughter 
in the rmid-house 
but 44— 

i sigh 

and remember 
laughter 

has 


tears 



you ere a dream 
that must pass av/ay 
with a night 

for with the dawn 
has da,wned the world 
and i am v/or thlessness 

so leave me happiness 
for ever 

i shall never need thee again 

for 

i am but a life 
within a memory 





FLOUNDER 


My heart 
stumbled. 

I met me 

as you ambled by 
I fumbled 

for the jumbled fumaroles 
of my heart 
I floundered and let 
a fulsome heat 
beat 

on a white lily 

Fiasco 

Forget 

a fool and his money 



mutability 


Bfihold. the caterpillar crawl today, 

Amoeba-like, a blotch of sombre grey. 

Tomorrow, see him draped in red and gold. 
Inflame each ferny bank and withy wold. 

Behold the white-ant flit today on win s 
Of gauzy fineness - most hyaline of things 
But see the morn hath left him wingless, ’shorn 
He s hut a worm, a crawling worm forlorn. 

Thus must this worldly windmill run its course 
The rich be crushed, penury find a close; 

Thus must the proud detruded crawl and groan, 
ihe low exalted reap the good they f ve sown* 


INVOCATION 


window-bars 

straight and orderly 

spilling sunlight and whisperings 

bar my eyes 
my ears 
and my senses 

( 

my soul is 
a troubled flame 
in the gust of 
young desire 

window-bars 
straight and orderly 
bar my eyes 
my ears 

and my senses 





Sth July S3 


THOBHS 


Sharp thorns are women and they bleed 
Our feet and hearts together* 

The blood they draw is sacred meed 
That holds us fast in tether. 


PJ M .POttfi. IW 

A light there was that shined* 

A beacon far away* 

That stood at Hearers Gate 
And burnt for man its ray* 

But man* alas, took water 
And poured in sinful play 
And smoking* smoking* smoking 
Its left unto this day. 


WLJMISi . IF.W C fi 

A Toice I hod forgotten murmured 
From the distant mists* 

The song 1 had forgotten echoed - echoed > 
And the chord that 1 remembered 
Trilled again in its fullness* 

- And ny heart ndn awoke to the mem/ries 



echoed* 


of a yesterday* 

\ 



B g V E HI E 


memories 
of happiness 
, with you 

make me feel 
a &od 
on earth 

x x x x 
i close 

my eyes 
and remember 
the roof broke 

on Sanson 





) 



/ 

/ 


ballad 


i must fro 

for 

i 


love you 


i must go 

for 

i 

am 

sorrow 


i s:o 


the world will build 


on my heart 


_y • .• -i v • 





EPISODE 


a cluster of city lights 
huddling in the darkness 
a wild constellation 
of frightened eyes 

1 am cranking my hike 
with merry feet 
grinding a happiness 
from grating oogs 
and rattling ball~bearings 

V 

slipping to oblivion 
to my love 

a hundred miles away 


Nil GHT-PIECE 

a voice 
in the dark 


the sky 
end 

one star 


happiness 4** 
in ray soul 

thy words ere weaving 
a fairy story 

of long ago 


trouble outside 


with the magic looms 


so long ago 



mm 

Rose-petals and woodwind 
You 

Dismal weeping of Krelsler on the fourteenth harmonic 

iron-rollers on the gravel 

lurching and scrunching 

with a jangle of pistons 

You in me 

This incessant rasp and irritation 

rankling as a supreme passion 

may make me kill 

this other you 

and me 

and 

i will slide through the centuries 

soulless and blind 

noiseless as a ghost 

gliding on the weeds of the wind 

and in each tangle 

fumble 

for something i have lost 
and cannot remember 
Through interplanetary space 
slinking 

like a fox with one eye 
i will go 

( rflUJ+rJ p > 'T, 6 
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isT's k Ae*s*- y<w 
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P(MvI 


Rose-petals a.nd woodwind 
You 

■Dismal weening of Kreisler on the fourteenth harmonic 

iron rollers on ilhe travel 

lurching and scrunching 

with a jangle of pistons 

You in me 

This incessant rasp and irritation 
rankling as a supreme passion 
may make me kill 
this other you 
and me 

and v 

I will slide through the centuries 

soulless and blind 

noiseless as a ghost 

gliding on the weeds of the wind 

and in each tangle 

fumble 

for something I have lost 
and cannot remember 
Through interplanetary apace 
slinking 

like a fox with one eye 

I will go 

searching 

searching 

for a sensation I have lost 
and cannot remember 

.thus it is 

I found 

it’s better to have you. and suffer 
than not to have you at all 




SERENADE 


when flesh meets flesh 
In the silent darkness 

tV- A' 1 -' 

and we lie^to mouth 
deliriously in the dark 

and arms and legs are twined 
in a wild ecstatic gesture 

and the blood is another darkness 
flowing mysteriously in my veins 

when i have looked on flesh and loved and lain 
deliriously in flesh again 

and the throbbing of thy breast is the nautch song 
that has unloosened a mysterious self in me 

let me mingle with the darkness and the night and you 

pnd graze of the dark mystery of life that i shall never know 

» 

for you are the mystery of life that i shall never discover 
and i the only clue that i sh'll ever find 



SKETCH 
a cicada 

was singing 

merrily 

in the palm 

grove 


when the air 
was warm 
and sharp 

and the pool 
was molten 
ore 

was molten 

love 

among the 

brown 

palm 


stems 



SOLACE 


mud house without a roof 

and the temple-tree bending over you 

pouring a song of blossoms and crooked stems 

symbol of my battered soul and another 

pour cascade of blossom 
on the gaping heart 

oil runs smoothly through machinery 


3 E k 3 V A » E 

wh^n flesh meets flesh 
in the silent darkness 

and. we lie to mouth 
6 e 1 ir i ous ly in 11le (is rk 

end arms end lee’s are twined 
in a wild ecstatic gesture 

and the blood is another darkness 
flowing mysteriously in m. veins 


when i have looked on flesh and loved end lain 
deliriously in fl^sh again 


lj C l ^ 


*>nd the throbbing of breast is the nnutoh r, mv 
that has unloosened a mysterious self in. me 


l°t me mingle with the darkness and the n! r ~ht °nd you 

ond rreye of the dark my stery of i ife that i shall never know 


for vou are the mystery of life 
and i the only clue that i/ 


that i shall never discover 
over find 



BSC A U E 
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/ 






i love you 

because 

you are understanding 
in 

ununderstanding 

i love you 

l>e cause 

you are sameness 
in 

diversity 

i love you 
’because 
you are 

despair 

^nd 

BOTTOM 

and 

.madness 

• • •} • 

■A-> , 

madness • v ;j 

\ 


* 






THROB 


a skylight 

is puffing moonbeams 

in my room 

the monster machine of the world 
is gleaming outside 
and. 

ah 

what will the little grass do? 


SKETCH 

a cicada 

was singing 

merrily 
in the palm 

grove 

when the air 
was warm 
and sharp 

and the pool 
was molten 
ore 

was molten 

love 

among the 

brown 

palm 

stems 


SOLILOQUY 

lean willows 

are sprouting by the stream 
in merry hordes 

the dark water 
is the sad tale 
of a lover 

but my tear-drop 
. is an ocean 

no willows have i 
to comfort 

me 
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. P0EE1 FOB TWO NICE YOUNG- PEOPLE .£ 

? 

Her eyes full of darkness and Her arms of ■'balloons 
A frail figure in the enormous verandah, 

Back from the Fete where she shot down the moons 
And planets clattering round her at the "booth* MirandaJ 
TswWbed by another’ a voice to stark oleander. 

Tensed oefore the target, her small body drawn 
In, like an accurate winging bird; 

A "child 1 s hands at the gun, more guts than brawn 
She looked some inmeasure ably wild and lovely thing, 

Stored entirely, with the whole of Beauty 1 s word, 

> sJ^<A 

Now she stands smiling in a different mood. 

Her arms full of balloons, and half awake like the morning; 
Her eyes full of a good light ( the good 

* Constant and hro»ly sparkle his timely warning ) 

In her grand volitions all life, adorning, 

4r'' • O- r j&~ wr[ / ~ 

So bud, maiden, bird-dgliver ) 

Your ornate pictur a^Land ~"s§ft tehees to the world, 

But the simple whitenecklene of the believer 
Adorning your dark throat is the mould ' 

* , Of he holds and you, as the revolving and just woirld, 

A-w* U 

So utter, «4 tar the white sentences of endeavour 
That trim the flame and launched all Helen’s ships. 

The music and flame you both know deliver 
. ^ Only the formless and the thundering whips 
; - Go soon to the beautiful and blank ships. 
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BE TO ME AS THE SUN IS TO THE SKY.... 

jj - , - ' ■ ■ 

Da ma ^Va 4 a 4>a 4>Ka 1 a 4>Vk*> Vimvro 


Be to me aa the sun is to the skyy while the crumpled hours . 

are withering like blossoms • \ c 4-N 

Spring in me as ah eternal spring, unbudding a swirl of light 
and laughter in ai silver^nt a wln^ rose ■' 


Be 


my light -when the/^y^^i^^ cogs of darkness paae silently 
i over the face or the-earth 

- 


Abide with me • like the firm rock in the forest and the ' -1 

; undying whisper hovering on Laxapana*like a molten 
’$j akiue i palm-frond in the air * [ ' 

Speak to me with the voice of the streamside willows and the 
murmur of moonlight spattering the 

passionate rice-fields .if- 

| And hold me fast beloved in the fastness of thjr loneliness 
1 ^ A joy. removed from the breeding of the earth . 

■ , ■ 

, •• • >■ .. • • • -j-i ’ 


Hold fast 
fast- 


; -- 

fju . t 


, . t*. 
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Here by toddy roots, the Golden Oriole 
Prints yellow tracks across the zig-zag fences; 

The heart slumbers in the heat, with the lorikeet ^ v 
And mind’s bereft of all extravagant fancies; 

Her velvet eye in the ancient Walauwa . 

Fondles a paper rose with her soft glances. 

. 

Home, home, where is it you started? I 

Did you grow with the coral under Kayts, . I 

Streak with wild horses on Delft isle, . M 

Flower in the crystal, passionless nights? B 

Lone by strange Fort Hammanhiel jh 

Unravel the world’s wrongs and rights? J - j-J 


From northermost Point Pedro, the. spanking 
North Easter encircles Jaffna’s tulips— 

Dusty tulip-trees of the maiden, 

To many, their childhood toy and julep! 
Remember the fruit that were the play tops 
Underneath the old school-house’s burlap? 


Flat as a table-top, the landscape: 
Gothic cathedrals of palmyras, doves. 
Salt estuaries with heron and flamingo 
And pensive stork, the memory adores; 
All this, Jaffna, and more, you are to I 
Sprung in your red earth and bird-fille< 


TAMBIMUTTU 
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In your eyes the waters flow 
The curls of the river; 

‘..here the silent pump her.ves water 

"1 ■ . / 

To the veil-heads. 

_>>ell—head r.nd hull—dance 

And the mix of petals 

* v "*». k 

Are your eyes to me 
- The mirror of my delight. 

Scatter the roses to the wind 
.•i-nd let tlie loud room sing 
Sing; Of your delight, my delight 
Tiie well-head of them all. 










„ 

. 




:-• - - 

BHARAT . 


- - i-«*. 

:•. i 


■’ t 


It was Jtb-is fierce heat s&t fire to Kalidasa <" * 

r • - ' >*/V. * • • ' . 

Kambar, Valralki, Awaiyar, 

' • . : ' - 

In this antigonon land, wounded with flamboyants, 

. ' • }} i 

Blood, poinsettias, and the bitterness there; ,,, £ 

0* terrible furnace of endeavour 



U 


h 


Where cooks the saint with the wild boar. 

- jp *** - •. „ v<":" ^ * 

It waSjja fierce heat shook humming birds 1 -* • “ 

* g '•* ' 

Aflutter, in the thickets of Wardha; 


•»*. * 


Set the blue note in the bulbul’s throat 

* ~ t " A'*?; . 

And darker streaks for his gray head; 
Kindled the faggots at Rajgat 


* To make the red rose of his love. 

. 

, 

Laureate fell the bright planes 

Over Ganges River, and heat broke 

I •/*'*% ■ ** * : .* - 

For a moment; the sobbing river 

; V,-/' % 

Filled the desert and the heart spoke; 

After deluge, the buds broket 

! • 

t Bharat shook with the thunder. 

' c 

W*’ 

Sings coveal on the coral tree 
Lapped in flame from chest to throat; 
Heat arackles in the hills* veins 




} 


v* 


& 


And thus the crotolaria’s born; 

y - - 

The nacked child of the innocent lanetf 
Grows into Jihe lusty man. 




4 i * 





It was this furnaqe shaped the axe, 
Drove it through the dark wood; 

i 

Shaped the pimeval locks 

That hind the dreaming sages head, 

Launched the boats for Lanka 


than the present's good 


And so the Dreamer-at-the-Gate 


Has pin-pointed a difficult star; 

The easy and the elpheraeral 

• » * 

Slide away, and the hear stirs 
To a Visionary's difficult task 
The mind stuck on the Time's burrs 


All then is difficul^, 


Burning matter into new shapes; 


The Idealist's pointed star 

t 

Swings o'ver the fiery lakes; 
Assets .the true and good 
What once was beautiful. 


And thus it i3 I greet you, 

- * ' 

Bharat of the story book; 
Where Arjun was bewildered 

And Krishna gazed his flocks, 

•* . * 

Where Sita uttered love 


Drewthe human map 



aerial flov/ers ^~ ffl T " r ~~ ‘ mu . 

! • - .» } <\ 4 *< 

FireworksV The broad pillars on either handcar* .. 

Of the House of Representatives, tall , <. 

And solemn, frame the painted picture "below: 

The turgid crowd he side the jappnned not 
And still sea, s gay and motley fall; 

Hear us, relieved hy a patch of Buddhist yellow. 

The brig^i lights of ice-cream cars runnel 
The Beira* s dart sable — still wa.ter. 

To our 16ft, on tall pylons, see. 

Two red lights, like a fairy’s durobelll 
On^hi^i, ; the. fi.'e-flovrers, leaves* flutter. 

Delicate like tisse Burmese faces beside me. 

WVV " ' “•* • ‘ 

With a snowfall brush the saphhir>B sky is painted 
In fire, sett wi:h a shower of xisp spheres,. ovals, ac 
Ferns, trees, pirns, naves and si/eeples, , 

And troll and hiry in the fire-housejnatedr^ ^jj L 


aces, 

HU 2 


kr 


BLACK BOSES" 
(Apartheid) 



Jan Smuts died and the people wept. 

Black roses faded in the African veldt; 

Black bodies ltiginoua with bloocj^ and sweat. 

Fell like dead le&ves, and yet ‘ 

The furious wind whips the blick, 1 limp leaves, , 
Black c6m, black l-Iondays, sad eyes; 

Fe a rful hearts rattle by the torrid Shore, 
Lobengula* a black wrath is no more, 

The sun Sfexnac shines unequally in Africa now. 

The mighty will persist, and the wepk go; 

The sirocco will consume the black roses. 

Racial fires fire the hoar poor houses; 

Jan Smuts rise from Table-Mountainside, 

Thunder and black lightning in:his just ysH 
- 1 
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BIRTHDAY POEM FOR BAPOOTA. 

- ■ - e==—= r -^7_/- / 


4 


On this your eighty-second birthday, we remember 
' The trim and spritely Islam Gymkhana member, 

The gallant captain, who out of many a fix 
Pulled his side through with his heaver for a six, 


Or sudden googlie that skidaddled a man for nix; 

Jh-' 

We also remember the President of the Club 




Scintillating brightly over the drinks and grub; 


The Master Mason in his dizzling robes 

\ 


v 


4 . 


Dispensing kindness to those snob3 and nabobs; 


Chairman of Committees and of Anjuman-I-Islam 


• 1 y ^ 

The eldest architext; but chiefly today 

fc ■ . • « 

We thinkof our own Bapoota, kindest ef all the Beys, 

l '• 

l Who for the pretty girls still has a wicked eye, 




Lying in^Tyaba T s lap, and dreaming of bigger fry! 

‘' " ■} .J 

Tyaba is tiny, but" Suraiya we know is big 


4 


So Bapoota nowdays alas, cares not a fig 
| For Amena, Rabia, Ruffoo, Jappy or At, 

r I 


He f s shifted over we know to Suraiya, and that is that | 

$*'•:* - v . . 


His roving eye will discover many another miss 


4-1 


? We know, and with that merry toast, 

V „ * * * 

v <We end'our birthday letter and send it to the post. 

m 


* 

r 


3f « 


: M 

k - 
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Love From 
Tambi & Gurl 
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, \ ( ^ fi- \s f 

• * 21 Hf & 1 A t POSH POE TIIE VEST BUSY 


well, dear Doll, another year has gone 

•'. ; -f' ■ * . .« 

On the sift s.mllow wing flornt 

"he scintillating girl of invindra Ennalon, 

One solid year wore grown, 

•$ ' i 

And all of os, Bapoota included, now knew. 

You are the *act lea^xter end the limits of haras. 


$ 

w 


' 

l . v :**» 


0 IB 

ot 


*i 


A* 


' How can five feet grW os you do 

* • 

Year after year, in our estimticn? 

You explode daily in the quiet roaas 

Jt 

* In showers of epanglos, gold end carnation, 

«v * 

Banesk rose, black heir, busy flnjcro, 

%*:>+ 
r> - 

A subtle sad devastating capitation 




C > 


, w 


xg words 


•** 


r . *■ 


In five foot oocpaet, and thought ieportant. 

So like Suiya,33sl Yarunl end Aged vie praise you, 

A Vj 

!3xo elcacaatol rad essential Curit 

Bright as quicksilver end Busy as the ant 

,|P 

Sow that poor Bcpoota* s <look you also oast met 
. jp { :• ... 

V; ~ And thus may you roaaln A®a’s busy und^Irdnating Curit 
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4. CEYLOSi. 

- '//, - ~ '..««•• 

When Safia dreafins under the palm thatch 


y *• * -r ~ r ' • ' ' 

. 

JL 


Her golden arras cool as water-melons, 

i - ~' 'I, 

The palms shoot off their chorus to the burnished 
v . sky: ; 

And moon-beams are extravagant with their bright 

v . 1 shillings. 

Heart of the grass and scent of the twisted vine . ■ 

■' • ' ■ " - - ’*> ; 

Have made her beautiful, and the water slips over , 

' j stones, 

The'ferns have glow-worms in their hair, 

V v * \ / i \ 

■ V ' ■ • - ' t • ’ , • 

And the moss grows on the trees bones, 

■ * . , * 5 1 5 

Delicate within her eyes grow the wild flowers, 

i»^.s *» 

Weaver the JLslana, out of music and fragile tones*): 




V Cn 


7?^ l*iUC4. * j \j 

r '' k rr ■ x .4 ^ 
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by TAMBIMUTT 









u noemaic Taprofcane. Serendlb- 
to Arab. " 

Coronet of cassia, sharp taste of 
cinnamon, 

Ham of the Tamil Sinhala of the 
Aryan., 

*The island which is known by the 
name of Lanka’ - 

Royal Valmiki and the text books 
say: 

Tharkshish of the Bible, whence 
every three years 

The ships of Tyr e and Sldon brdught 
ivory and apes. 

Roman - .Palesimundn, where the 
Ravari’s eyes 

Ravished the gold princess of Sita 
Eliya; 

Maya Rata, Ruhuna, P^iitj ^ (the 


King’s country) j 

Lanka is divided into three parts. 3 
T.:e chaplet of Mauryan Ashoka and? 


Sanghamitta : ~ _ 

His pious daughter ox the holy 
Second Order. 

Mahinda, monk brother, Bod’gunta. 
Sumitta, - 

Lak Maha Lee and Jaya Maha Lee. 
v Sacred bowl of coral in the lap of 
Arya Varta, ^ 

Green branch of the bo-tree carry 
ing the Wheel of the Law: < 

In the bell of dagaba and cone of 
goparam. 

Two Thousand Five Hundred ashoka 
blooms- 

Where Elara the Just and Young 
Duttha Gamini . ; * , ; 

Set into motion the ' Revolving 
Wheel, ^ ' 

The stars chase the Wesak lamps of 
the Vihara V 

And the green years break Into red 
flame and yellow. * * 

Like the Sigiriya rock-bird," giant 
Garuda • / 

That na 3 resisted the rip and tide 
of ages, ‘ ■, . 

Through Vuyst, Dharmapala and 
Ehelepola 

The grand sweep of Mihinta« ■ in 
your wrings. 

• • • 

JAYANTHA: ^ ^ / 

In the tea boutiqu$ there is a girl 
In the tea boutique, a fey heart; 


W * S educated at 

< Where therel is ignorance of poetry 
■ and videT J- 

^ Like the BroAx he is equable and 

h alce - 

JAYANTHA: v . 

p Ceylon, is'and ? tha*t I was bom in 
.With the temple tree^and the iguana. 
*Your W’at^alls dispelling the dark- 
l ness 

SITA: > * V 

l Lyrical island iq the. agony of birth 
i The *harbour lights eating into the 
f ^island, ^ 

..^Uie palms all sundered - 

.the,iUletto of w their fierceness' 
The narbour ngnts eat into the body; 
\ttie harbour lights warn us day 1 
y and night. \ 

Shall wp^sell the blood and have 
. the mjney 

• Ssll thq.. ^pabook, and get stinking i 


In the tea, boutique there is a smile. 

But who mill dare catch it 

But the young man in the car V 

Under the brown thatch an agefyld 
richness, 

Cloth of jasmin and moon, a svnple 
splendour ✓ [ 

Under the brown thatch her fierce., 
candour 

And who will dare catch it 
But the young man in the cart 

Under The brown thatch the simple 
bow of her lips, 

Under the palm rafters her dark 
tresses 4 

Blowing. Under the kerosene lamp. 

her black eyes smouldering 
For memories of the cool anpL 
blossomy hills 

And the faithless young man in a 

car. ;-s , ; • As,\ 


price of cabook is on the up 


And whenMfc isnVup, it wjll be down. 
Now’-that’%e’ve t atarted.fwe mustnt 
stop/?*-/ ^ 

We’ll be‘ growing cabook in our 
gardens soon. f 

TAM3IMUTTC:. ' 

Arrowhead of green treeT in the 
; ver of the Ocean, 










At the Tamil TJnion the gf& heads are 1 
nodding T 4 

Prodding at motes and straws and, 
all things odd. ; 

Why did Sir Oliver join the SJS.C., 
Sanction the sale of straw to Euthven, 
Todd? x -4* 3 

Todd is odd. ' , . ^ £ 

The God of Sloth and Dullness de-, 
frauding. ;> # * 

The land i*cld and civilized we all^ 
declare^fSiL^ 

Dare we project further the enquir¬ 
ing mind? 

Astounding slum* of Pettah, the 
^ empty chatter, ' 

Of Sooty Banda' and others of thcT 
kind. 

Fit for the school mag and the duck’s' 
pond 

No doubt, but heigh ho, heigh ho, for 
our^aJicient culture, " 

JEAN: • 

The splendid vein of materialism in' 
our land, * . * 

(O poet who’s been selling our Big 
Soul to the West!) 

•In the West now he’s somewhat un¬ 
welcome guest, \ ■ 

Will surely, my dears, attest, 

To the survival and virility of ONLY 
JHB BEST. V • 

But National Day, to be proper, like 
New Year’s Day, ■ 

May, my dears, be used to further 

' ambition. . 

—Personal or collective we don’t care 
a damn 

Since it is our blessed and human 
condition; 

ftfri if it’s not sedition 
Wnat ho, what ho, for another Bri¬ 
bery Commission. 

SITA: ... . 

We don’t give a damn. ", 

JEAN: 

We_ can’t care a damn. \ 

' {. 1 | 
What ho, what ho,' for another Bri¬ 
bery Commission! 


Under the jak tree the ‘fruit is 
growing 

And the fat fruit ripens and is shed. 
Under the jak tree the people 
gathering 

TPWi the new born crying out for 
(tread. 

JSITA: 

Unde* the bassia stems the black 
oaE gather 

for the new-fleshed tender 

Vmoly carrion of this strict 
weather ^ 

That will never bring J °us to any 
| good. aT j 

# * t 

JAYANTH^: I / 

In our /beautiful land there is no 
hunger and poverty, ‘V;? 

Consider what the tourists sag, 

;consider for instance v. 

The wine filled ty&onut tree, wiUTl 
n its one hundred V 

S;' the clem 4i°t 

Th .iJ\ fe . as ?JS xtra v<*gant as the be- 
Tt vil *? rm 9 vegetation.. - v ■ * 

The Silver Dawn, full of 'O^Man 


sm 

‘Mcavy witTiytioselle and figurines 
%pur-stringed Maori toad , But it 
strafed * 

trafed, (plashed, Stradivarius by 
the whistling stream. 

\ ", ; . -• -, 4>Vs| 

// you really love me darling buy \ 
a motor car 

f, my daru ”3 ohow\ 


rAJVIBIMUTTU: 

The breezes on the midden 
XJnbidden linger long. • \ 

The violet and the primrose 
Chose my simple song 
And with the gong _ 

The old words harden 

Island of sweet pleasure 
Leisured in the sun . 

Kingfishers wrote your glory 
The story of your dawn 4 : 
The poets unborn ' ,/ ■ ■ 

Will add their treasure. 

!And while the ages lustre 
Flusters the cool niviSl : \ 
Island of my childhogd 
Ride the raging wind. 
Happiness bind 4 
As the storm clouds muster 

Now the shadows leniffijteri 
Strengthen the old wavs, ' 
Lanka f s long pageant* 

Agent of more praise 
In new days 

Our prisfine glory waken: 

O the Old wor.ds harden 
Burden of cho^geamindu ' Y > 
The wind of F^m^arls^ . > \ ' 


It to a sign of youth also^e Wmkl 
\ That adorns the young* Jfet* sparkling * 
i face, * 

* J 116 J° n y human race, o 

However old and wrinkled or simply* 

dimpled. 

On this important and greatWy' .' 
Say,the prayers fpr country and for 
juory. 

leaden minutes thflfo % 
the slThtue well ‘known 1 sto^^*! 
And if it’s hoary 

V(p can all be Just as terribly gay. ' 

! The Undff£ Secretaries we know have 
W little to do. !';>* *. * 

E* jV Q ?J i>e Ministers, afr; You’ll have 

* AiSethlng done?*• 

Remember P.,Saravanamuttu'a sixer 

H-Wh^n he socked that leather as only 
genWemSi do, , 

And over their headset flew *. 
Sara, w e knaiw^was never a splendid 
mixer, __„ i_ 
















JJAYANTAfT^ * 

ffht world of green that would be 
ic man 

tT?P eaks the dark il’ords that ‘ utter 

_ 

p$n the jungle the bitter truth 
raives r 14 the delicate line of the 

Ageing as the hills and streams^ 
Insubstantial as the windL 

Seasons melt from rust to green. 
Poised on the bougainvillea thorn. 
^The revolving seasons mix " . , ' 

y In tha^ihMl’s coloured hbrn.. *- j 
^vjfe.of split leaves * V 

of the parent moon. 

SITA: *< .. 

‘Under the dark stream the same 

meaning- 

Confusion of th? same things* * - 
Under the shadow of Pidurutalagala 
And' Adam’s Peak, so shift in ' 


TAMBIMUTTUi 
But 


on the river I have heard- > 

. The minnows calling each to eac 
£he birds fall in .white confusion 
Round the season’s pearly throat. 
The delicate rivers start ^ A 
In leaf and roof and rose. . A 

The birth pr all the*singeing budi 
On the tall mango tree: \ J* 1 
Annunciation pf .the beginning 
Voice of glory to be, - 
Mak^-believe, real, and not 
To believe^ becadfe 

fruit* * - J*: 


of the acid 

Whaf are mjkeyes, web of dream* ' 
Wrested front darkness into being? : 
The hinged doors of love recede. 

To the darkness of Unknowing. 

Dark on dark the Miltonic setting 
And to the dust returning. 

Birth s often the exciting part 
Beginning, a burden. - * ' - • 

The green, new islands of the sea 
Are the coral’s persistence.' 

The design, the direction, t the love 

v To #7^ us this. new perfection. 

V 

CHORUS:* 

Stars are on,the Kandy Lake 
Green fields in the Vanni. ' < • . .. 


e cypress, 
iiy.. S 


The tall palm waves by the railway 
shed 

And there are roses in the post 

office. - . * 


» JEAN: _ " - \ ^ 

* As birds go, as winds^blow, 

. Under the revolving Tiorizon’s rim, 
The will’s direction suddenly 
r changes ; , . 

Shapes the face of a new day; r 
^Utterance of a change of heart 
T - 'Bound to the sam^^oots., 

The world of greeriHgrowing to man 
Wavers on the fringe of dbubt. 

• The icy weather chills the buds 

. Loosens the intemperate worm. ’ * 
f O Freedom sleeps when Freedom’s 
j- rife 

; Cautions the mocking bird; 


Sri Pada . * 

As of old. The flowei 
' bodies mixed. ; 

see ttjgjtov 

Amongi oui0jfajiaren’3 

yrhe first ourxwjintry kn 
Sinhalese a>m ' Burg) 
and Moor\United in < 
salute you, * , 






so home. Retfrtytag time has 
** bought 

The sun to his qyefc fc ;aad th£ travel* 

LuskMeJ^esTr looked* at by the^ garden 
gate ; ' *> \ “ tf*' r 

Are gone with hair’s brilliance, and 
kind words; O ■.' 

The simple look framed in her lashes* 
ovals, r*. ^ 

Lost with the bright' moments, and 
gay birds. 


E^crammed’ 


for “places’? VFst. 
f J second, fourth. 

For “prizes**; strain^ a muscle;* shut 
out the noise; 

Only the npise grew, and everywhere. 
New school^ donned cap?, to prove 
tjietr v^orth; 

Life's cheer-leaders in correct dirgfcise 
Urged the green lads, it was all fair. 


i For tranquillity: and'pore bamboo 
» grove; v • ^ 

* By Galle Buck, we took the breeze’s 

l -kisses, £ £fj '* . 

* For her/innocent kisses, » apd we:#. 

k**--' much in love; * V # J 

r Played in her hair sdhoOls of silver 

» 1 / fishes, ' - . 

» Apd in her breasts slept the turtle 
dove, 


T>LAY- tfig game; but V.Gtory is bast: 
A Three years at cricket, >e de- 
felted Royal; . '. ** • ' 

The jehearsed stance of sport, is like 
life itself;; -\t\ ,. J 

And.-' Victorv is sweet, once'you’ve 
. - tas'ed it; . v 

At ’Waterloo, y^know, the rugger bo?5 
were loyal; . -■ 

Competition, Darwin said, }&] me 
> ItselfJ!. I. . / ' 


HE was all desire, from Mount 
j Lavin^^ beaches, t 

L^jlfon/spray on-*fee harbour mole; 
*<£-,w!i e r^ligh t^powder ed Vne masts^ 


r |lH£/<£uns were divtflged, by the 
A college. armoury/Hj?. 

Bull’s-eye hit meant, -w^d/completed 
our mission. 

We shot the day’s eyes at; twenty- 
k .flve paces, ^ 

And laughed; we w r ere vetloold and 
-free; 

Yes, carefree^ the bombs and atomic 
’ fission 4 &C. . i 

Were/wonders of science for the 
young rascals. 


TN the Park, the iwjpuntain wept, 
i A Softly-among Nae pluck-weed and 
i tall rushes; 

k We were children, ' and I remember 
Mary */ <***[ j ! « 

Who whispered to me. *T am. from 
England”; *» - 

. • On Sundays, we danced to th^ Band’s 

ft i mi ' ^5$*r* • ?*-5 

Trmlettjourlloops and ribbons round 
the bana-stand. ^ 


4 ND yet our pity grew wph us, 
crammed ' H - |a 

With her antique gentleness, and 
quiet days; ^ 

But with the urgfety^-of quartz 
and qaacfi^lam v V ^ - * * 

Her gen§e and impulsive heart Was 
killed; 

Became the whorl of the bazaar’s 
maze, t ; "-yv: ** 

Joined for ever, tQ fcbe hardware, the, 
^ * rupees, and the tin. ' r * f z? 


^jTHIS was long ago, when mud- 
. stained boys ^ ^ 

Cranking bicycles, were shot through 
narrow gates; *4 

S eaming motors ^jleposi^pd some. . 
And Suppi in -fets carnage, bound in 
brass. 

Seemed a sedate and inkvpirate 
Singing "Yo, Ho, Ho, and a Bottle of 
Rum*’. 


ViriCKED city lights, ringing the. 
,. 1 J breakfast table. 

The "slant light reveals love turned 
to s:one; 

I The blood of the zinnias in the glass 
bowl ' * *r\‘ : • 

Bathes the stark masonary, of our 
- Babel; ’ s V** ** * " . * f 

The headless torso at t£e table sits 
alone, * ' a 

And through anxious^ windows, J,h/ 
, stone 


* 

T IFE on “Treasure Island” was 
competitive that year; / ^ 

The boys even knew the book by heart 
'ie teachers 


“Best Form at School 
ba«A said. ' * - 

Desks bk: a me bloody decks, and clear 
Rang cuilasses and pirate’s craft 
When-* through this droll life-symbol 
€ J-e were, led. / 



















* ITS ancient the theme; competition, ' 
> A strife; , 

Remember * ft in mv friend, Basil 
• Wright*© ... 

“Song of «mr The . tranquil . 
Budd ^ 4 y r . 

? Wp: shipped in green glades, and then V 
knife * ■ 

That suddenly descended; the noise, 1 
the slabbing light^ £ 

Of the ‘bazaar s squabble and thunder;, j 


okf house v - 

Of the steel-baron; black as tea- 
leaves ^ 

His tangy smile, which has released, 
the civilising , 

Commodes, on unsuspecting villagers, 
and the nobbled hoi'se; > ’ - y 
That in luck,, with the unlucky 
grieves, fagy - ' >• 

Porv^ost innocence, and the fever- 


Time’s 












* * + * 

CL.OSEOU3G , CE Y-d, 0 iff •*> * 

C*'*'- ■ * 

_ *5 

A "bit further down, it’s land’s end; 

Here on the toasting, curving "beach of Galle, 

Looping whi^tely and serenely southwards, 

Many a trader and marauder like a gull 
Settled for a while on this rocky escarpment. 

Grubbing for spices, ivory and jewels. O ' 


The humbler traffic of the beach, the rock-crabs 
Like spiders, starfish, and the stranded jelly: 
Shells, like bassia flowers and melon seeds, 

And stronger tints on the conch’s belly 
Flaunt as bright a bazaar for the bathers; 

The tepid sea’s an aci<L-green like nelli . 


The viridian palms frame caste castellated Closenburg 
The sea^-salt dream of a fierce old sea captain; 

The ding-dong breeze tears through enormous xs windows 


To a timbered hall lined with coral and. gypsum. 
Sheer drop of rockface to the white-lac'e water 


Is a rug, squat Closenburg is wrapped in. 


On the sea’s apple, far off, a buggalow 
Is a faint smudge on the horizon’s line. 

The mind’s lake ripples with yachts and silver ships. 
And the heart wishes the round world were mine. 

To toss to you across the Riniyxradonqp apple water, '• 
Mix your darling, shy, wide eyes with mine. 





















CANNA 


There was a day when you were in $ 

. Iov %i * •' ^ . 

And the canna heads came tumbling 
down; 

There was a day when the tempestuous 
heart v * '. “ 

-Was a riot of colour, in the drab town; 

N And as they vanished, bright colours 
fading, 

Those trellised eyes faded and 
- drowned. 

Like rich cloths, and hair, fading, 

And ocean liner, over the sky line, 

Days, hands, lips vanished; g . 
There was nothing there that wasv&.s 
mine. ' 

The canna grew again in the same bed, 

+ Dear flesh, beautiful as wine. 

* 

So fill the gardens with the tumble of 
- canna, * ^ 

Bing the tinted heads, by the gold 
coast, 

—Straight assegai of the passionate 
garden, 

'Intricate growth of the heart’s thirst; { 
The fulfilment and the resurrection 
. Of the unlucky, and the lost. 
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EPITALAMIC LINES TO HAwEEE AmD ZAhRA 


a ow, at last , tae splendid rain is railing * 

And the angry earta is spoiled witn kissing 
The hird or sleep aas rallen on aer eye 
$hXW With its rraven breast and duskier wings; 

And he, no longer, aas his rambling wisaes, 

The joining rain aas nestled in his eye. 

‘ 

Oh bless the summer or tais sapling c untry 
And praise tae marriage or tangle, corn and rern; 
IK every well tnere is a rerlection. 

In every tangled neart a saal't ror entry; ^ 

(now you nave proved it, dears, may nations 1-arn, 
'In tine ,to imitate your perrection. 


Tender face of tae wire, zahra 

Slim citaara ,caiming with bird and sandalwood, 
in your black nair ou secreted tae waterwall. 

Stole the butterriy sunlignt rrom tae brancaes; 

Your sunjbathed body, my dear, is India, 
in your new love I wish you as fierce a Lunger. 

jsow as monsoon drops on tope and cottage path 
And strange new shafts or ligat carve a new world6race, 
Loves narrow er rings on tae mountai«n-s4hehead; 

There is glory in eaca bird-breast, 

I send you my wisaes and my praise , 

yor only dreaming and tn6 love , is actual. 
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In iBe morning haze, sky and sea, 
uniform, * 

The bobbing faces and silk unbrel- 
las gay; ' ‘T 

The paper windmill .seller covered 
v: with wheels / 

Of whirling colour from head to 
V v foot, warns i K > ^ 

Sloe-eyed girls and brats it’s 
a great day, • _ y 

-f And life’s exactly what one feels. 

t Yshore, the Vijaya’s hull, 
ash-grey, _ - 

ok! Now changing to a powder 
blue! _ \ ^ 

From the sky’s traffic stealing 
colour ^' . 

For children's wonder, on' this 
•-' fine day! V* >\ 

Humped ehameleon stuck in* the 
A ocean’s glue, ‘ - V •- ~' ; v. 


•Nation’s servant: the moming\ 
jeweller. -v' J 

Far off the ships converge on 

trade routes, 

Their holds full of some 
v A V sun, perhaps, 

^r.Thelr goaLy&aihay, or some small 
~ ^ Pacific port, 

K Floating , down with ^ timbers, 
fesins, fruits, '* .- 

; Jute$*v v teas, coriander; but by 
^ drum-taps , v ' ’ 

We float today a different kind 
A of boat, ;- c ‘- r. 

- 

A magic-boat, ife you will, for our 
. > • children;- ** j-jL' 

From such modeft 
. were Armadas'jfu 
Arrogant Troys 
; f * Americas filled, ^ 

Tv And England Dunkirl _ 

' v the savage cauldroiip^^ 

It is our boat of -freedom! 
•V ; clapped, belled, . 

‘ To open sea! And to the future 
j, - )t ;- wmed^ v;' •;• ^ 

_ Freedom is also what one makes 
it; 

j£;‘ As 1' se^ ,tkese v Toung cadets 
l =>■“>' march by 7 

/ With their elder brothers, their 
► x A facies briished ■ ’ * ' . 

By the free air. their eyes lit 
With a new light, arid as the 
r * Vampires fly 
ry cohort^ with Brigands and 

Ladcasters, I anf impressed. 

^ ■ T '.?v yv>*4|• . 

•Common Wealth, " Fraternity, 

* Equality will save us all. 

^ These English faces are just, and 
old, and ours - 

Turned to the sun will shin^vjrefc* 


Ceylon 


launchings 


pk~RE were A many ^voices 

echoing through the wood, 
/ 

,nd all depended on a single 
word. f‘*- X 

lara, you chose without think- 

i_ 


The way the koel and the bcean 

sing: f • v ; - 

Chose to meet strife,' man to man, 


^ :with the old wlsd< 

Today g satf a young 
Is- 4 * GalIW Face call 
gA To. his Freedom t locked .in the 
book's Covers— ' A 

\Blcss, s O bless his birthright. 


The way the roots and the rivers 

■ • • ^ — 1 . * . . 

.run. >' , ■ 


child 


With Duttha Gamini, you fought 
man to man, 

And died as'justly as y^u lived; 
To save life was ever j our pirn. 
And you died, as you liyg^, a good 
man. 

The armies were" Saved, but you 

* . i 

Elara, died. „ 

But lived in legend, Tamba- 
panni’s pride. J A 


.w uicsa ms uiri 

beautiful kingdom, 
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Let us celebrate, firstly, your fruit, L - v. •• ‘T 

Large as pumpkins and golden—skinned; ( "4? 

g Chinese lanterns of the tree world 
— And brighter glow of the aneral shade; 

Bough-burred, hay-smelling, a holiday feast t .f 
In the sleepy old village, when r^pe, ■«£ 

. ' W ' ’ ’ 

And secondly, all those fjifct chestnuts • * ' 

Of your bounty, that raven-hal red imps W 

*-Hake out of the wood—fire ashes, 

And hum.fing^pp with their rollicking wishes. / ^ 

Tour fruit-buds are the crowning glory in the, seep 
\7i^h delicate sea creatures; and to some p* 

You are the hearty breakfast, or noon’s asparagus, 

Dimer’s sauerkraut; to the craftsman stout timber. *" 

’ . • *• 

« T oa ar ® versatile jak tree, in our jazzy landscape 
i And some, they say, talked with angels under your shade, 

I ^ !f ' ) ; / I * " "■ iv 

" ■} \ * Tambimuttu 
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Here by toddy roots,' the Golden Oriole 
Prints yellow tracks aeros‘s the zig-zag fences. 

The heart slumbers in the heat, with the lorikeet. v 
And mind f s bereft of all extravagant fancies; 

Her velvet eye in the ancient Walauwa * 

Fondles a paper rose with her soft glances. 

Home, home, where is it you started? 

Did you grovf with the coral under Kayts. 

Streak with wild horses on Delft isle 
Flower in the crystal, passionless nights? 

, Done by strange Fort Hammenhiel 
Unravel the world’s wrongs and rights? 

From Northeuaost Point Pedro, the spanking 
Horth-Bister,encircles Jaffna’s tulips - 
Dusty tulip—trees of the maidan. 

To many their childhood toy and julep’ 

Hem ember the fruit that were the play tops 
Underneath the old school—house’s burlap? 

Flat as a table—top, the landscape; 

Gothic cathedrals of palmyrahs, doves, 
i Salt estuaries with heron and flamingo 
. And pensive stork that menoiy adores; 1 ' 

\— ?’ JoTfna, and more, you are to those, 

^prung in your red earth and bird-filled groves. 


fiL. 


Tambimuttu 








IT’S peaceful here, by the con- 
structed lake. . 

Buildings sit on the water, and 
ripp!e s break 

On an ornamental w^J\ l^ced 
with triangles, - 

Which declare it Kandyan. Jingles 
Of fussy trees, make a bright 

* border, .• , 

And the stentorian cabbage-palm 
t routs the disorder. , — 

‘Cassia's candelabra hang yellow, 
and the rain tree 
Thrusts its coral whiskers at the 
powder-blue sky. I 

The garden at the southerr^ 
end is a Persian carpet. 

Rare like cobra’s diamond, _ and 
famous as a song-hit. 

I envy these nut-brown children 
tumbling down the red road. 
Their school must be near heaven, 

. on the sloping hill’s side. 

Slender as the lake’s reedfc, and 
tense like the sun's heat, 

This is the elfin kingdom, they 
inherit. 

They say sloe-eyed princesses 
once dreamed on that island, 
And also a mother browned there, 
quite out of mind. 

Dark and light, the waters, their 
ancient secrets keep, ^ 

Surface moves and ripples on’ the 
edge of sleep. T. 


MADHU, CEYLON 


Emblem of faith, set In the sun-wounded wood 

Of red palu, and longan, tasting adt like skinned grape 

Here the Faithful think of eternal good 

And "bathe in a river full of water lilies. 

, The journey was full of dust and flies. 

And nights haunted with mutterings and leopard*a roar, 

But "by the camp-fires they said their "beads 

And dined well off the jungle plum and wild boar; 

And arrived at Madhu, in the jungle’s recesses, . 

L* Found the foro journey had "been good and revealing: 

'\ What it is the search and trouble "blesses, 

) { what "binds the heart, and what the wood-nymphs "bring. 
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2-ST 


MY COUNTRY, MY VILLAGE 


When I was young, the flame-tree and the Jasmin, 
Gilded my youthful eyes with tenderness. 

For natural things - the lotus-pond and the palmyrahj 
The ring dove tore the air with natural passion; 

At Atchuvely,'my Northern home, all else 
Seemed unimportant, "beside a bassia*star. 


The carrion eagle atop the rambling lanes 
Wheeled in the pastel sky, and a "big owl 
Dozed in a tree "beside the tethered cow; 

The goat coughed among the pecking hens 
Of which I owned two, three; and morning's haul 
Of eggs "belonged to me, they said, for supper. 


I had a goat too, a cow and Lakshmi, 

Gentle, "big-eyed mongrel of a dog; 

And when she died I did not feel like supper — 

And there was Aachl. wrinkled kind old Aachi, 

At six, she told us stories about a frog a 

In a well: food slipped down like sweetened milk and guava, 

• ’■ >j 

Around our house the mango shoots were pink; f 

The big bassia dropped its blossom like snow. 

The pomegranate spun its exciting wheel 
Against the dropcloth off palmyrah mink; 

Between the oleander's and trumpet-lily's show « 

Pencil of grey arecanut, was wire of steel. 

/, f v ) 

I was four or five, and grand-father, the poet , 

In turban of gold and coat of black was a prince 
Who was kind to us; he flicked the coiled whip. 

And off we went down limestone white roads 
Fringed with lantana eyes; from prints 
He cut us p«per dolls, with a clever snip, 

Bemember evenings ^In the theatre, his plays 
Like Kalidasa's full of dance and song; 

(My father once taking the leading role, . 

Great-uncle Thambar dancing with a painted face,' 

Agile as Nijinsky); his poems, a gong. 

Stung me to listen, to the metric's whirl. ^ 

All this was heem, and we were self-contained; 
p Our fields provided grain, tobacco, shallots: 

•^Garlic, pepper, bay-leaves, ginger, saffron: 

Yams, greens, herbs, fruits famed 
l For delicacy and flavour. The seas filled with pots 
And nets, rang in the whole sea's kingdom, 
i__ ' —« —Li 
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Jhia wes long ago. And. there was home 
Bes i<le tl» Eastern harbour full of ships 
pd pretty shells on the deserted lunar heach; 

Goat* s-foot underfoot, and a lyric poem 

In the screw-pine smell, "he harbour lips 

Enclosed a town beyond the railroad*s reach. / 

. There was peace in Trinco jungles too* 

With leopard, deer and buffalo, I roamed 
The jungle paths with Autie, and my brothers; 

And beyond were the dead cities, the clue 
To ancient hubbub, now be-calmed, 

— All the mighty dead Anuradhapuras. 

Colombo, ah, Colombo; Excrescence of Trade 
Competition, Endeavour - the pattern did not hold; 
Chaos of many patterns, amorphous, * 

T island's harlot, and Empire's accolade 
In those days; still you were home, a mould 
That shaped me in the Western swirl and rush. 

Colombo was home indeed. The silver lights 

ni ^\^ Tk wit* ^uns and delicate shapes. 
The streets magical by the half-light* ^ 

And whenjfche moon dispelled the grey lights. v * 
Silver palms stood by elfin capes, / 

Proud and feminine in their lissom flight, . 


All this we loved, my friends, Noel, Bowan, 

TIssa (a young school of friends)* 

All this was heaven, until we grew 

And learnt the dog bit, the moon was ruin. 

The gilt wore off, and all that magic lends 

Is a false perspective, with the chocolate-box view. 

Nuwara Eliya, the new found sxxpx* escape 
With a trout stream in the well-kept park* P 

Upcot, Haputale, Maskellya knew few rivals 
But, alas, the concrete base and rubber crepe 

Ti i la f^* al i Tilla ® #B to mind, from far dark; 
Self-contained, these knew no rivals # 

So on this festive day, with bells and bunting. 

I am wondering whether the hectic pace 

,^ 1 +v giV fv the peace and- plenty that we seek; 

Whether the brash plane and limousine affronting 
Shiva in the wooden cart, can grace. 

Or start a new tear, on the ancient'cheek. 

Whether it*s better to adorn the top or bottom. 

To increase the village round, and soul* s girth 
Or roundly add to the world* s hue and cry, * 

- The bazaar* s cheating and the traffic* s ’hum* 
^ht^thls^jjjm y island, this my native earth * * 

That bore me gently from a woman* s~sigh. ~ 
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mis poem 
Ceylon, 


“* " ri “ s " '°r «.e a lrd 


Day Celebrations 


1 in Ceylon, 
tbey Name, o Mother" 


National 


; 3 B y f “ deed » 7 *'“55; 

, Bu/a, the end we must n 
I choice; 

► 0r f ^edom’s sake w e al 
sail away. 

% 

q°°d juck, sir, and may 

shm"'! 8 ^!" s s,va y - 
Yo,f 6 rhetoric and n 

slr ’ to chocs, 
middle way, 

> * or ^ ree dom’s sai 

. i ail will sail away. 

■ ' 4 • ‘V 

- ‘ . u *r- A 


“Ceylon will con 
the middle way 

;S£r & 

f: :, _> '■ k . 

You are wise, sir 
„ middle w’ay ’ 

choice; 

: ° r ^f edom ’asal 
k^r sa *J away. 

! The world’s contra 

' s_ rf choco, ate tray 
! And neutrality too 
> y pay a price; 
r Y °u are wise, sir t, 
{ middle way, 

j r ° Ur w fask »a,rrav e 
I Vn , w e pray 

| ^“f 11 , 

- For FV Pe j U0Us voic e 

?S? edom ’ s sake 
sail a wav. 


follow 
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hHS s s**sr'* ? ~ * 1 fe 

10 a SOlit ^ ^“te‘: STM^i. 4 

vmhTwoXn’tri^Sang^t^' 1 £,haTe ' 1 £old link. '' 

«S •wsr ,s ”* — ' 

With the suave park -=nri* -r^^v a ^ 0Inat cone, 

2 S &T &25 «" «*— 

,P«tt 7 Ml jeute race-course; 

f MleV Is toU^ 1 ”* Kt"" 11 ^ l1 ** 

And jovial ciUD-moS^ix^o^s pets 

£-,** * "i :-j "»*— 

The ^oMWcityjK dreams among the hm 
ind^dsy T>loWs oral in the fusohia beU* *’ ~ ' 

ii .‘Tv • 





1 -1 


H E H' H U 


j f 


^ u . 

. Lle^-diA k** “' / 
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i fC- i 

laUgJ+.B lei'll sir, among the world* 3 loader's 

7/1 th Churchill, a master of the English tongue; 

Your words precise as apples, jm&j&Z as'ced^-^. ^ 

in your Glimpses of World History, one / / 

^ ' Jr;*"* <?V 

in pur© style, Hitt Shurchlll, ^urkegi^H, cgC; 

•| . • • • ' ..I 

• . _ . ! ■ • ‘ 

Teach'the world’s leaders to choose th^ir words with care/ 


- i3 not ^Strength*, »The Bomb*, 

•indecision* is not *BeJe£**on*C as you say', sir, 


Vi 
* i 

i' 
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^uh-America,-Englgnd^hIJrth±^H;hfl4 ^ bo m l- 

< V 

Teach us 1 to choose right in this terrible moment, • 

a Lover of Peace, "brave voice of Torment ' «r; V 

v *-'V V 1Jf T 

4-'"‘ 


< • 
^ ' * 





„ V 






mHEfvE’S a grotto in the heart 
L of the jungle 

Where the; Madonna’s bUte with 
the emerald raingte^^^^ / * 
Pilgrims are fervent in the. nave 

of rollicking breeze V 

Fringed by th e Gothic pillars, of 
«nrif»nt. trees. 


ancient trees. •- V 1 . 

The sky’s roof protects the open- 
air church . '"S' ' r 

All that prays her e the angels 
bless., 

It is faith, w e know, that makes 
eyes to flower ; 

Limbs to levitate, and birds to 
• hover. 

Stars in their courses, protect 
the fervent wish 

All things are real in the heart’s 
mesh. 

This jungle sanctuary of the be¬ 
lieving mind . ^ 

Seems the jungle’s vision, and all 
else blind. < r >• v * 

Th^ well 1 is deep, where the pil- 
t/w£rims draw water 
in* their pots cook their hard 
I ' days, and the softer 
Molluscs fri>m China Bay. They 
are ecstatic . ", f', * A ' 
Under thatched shed, or by the 
tree’s crutch. ' * ^ - “ 

What is unreal in this place? 

Nothing, nothing 
The birds make nests, and the 
pilgrims sing. 

Slee-eyed children are lost in 
guava groves 

Deserted by a planter who died, 
long ago. _ 

The Caffir settlement in, the 
jungle hermitage 
Where r lope hunters with their 
ancient lineage . 

Fills their eyes with envy for 
the simple life 
their hearts know now a 
f^lnew love. 

IFwou go there, you’ll still see, 
my friend 

How I carved my name on the 
- jungle-oak’s BRANCH. 


c 



Rhymes of the 


imes 


UPCOT 


"CrURE by the Maskeliyan range 
The mist descends like a 
V cloak, y 'y * ’y. 

Shuts out the exotic, and strange 
And by the fire, you read a bo ok. 
When it lifts, rambler beans s£|id 
white roses 

’ 

Round th© pergola kiss and 

twin*** ' -•••'• " S - 

twine. 

The gay hydrangea surprises 
You, under the sun. A 

Hills stretch out to the horizon* 
Covered with dark curls of 
bushes, 

And mind’s the terrible prison 
That leaves blank all the pages, 
W|iter-spouts in profusion 
Adorn each valley and hjll;' 

Ajto the sun in his high heaven 
Ishines in a mossy pooL ,. 
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R A M P U R. 


Elephant grass i 8 receding, and Elephants 
No longer trumpet by the cottage door. 

But the blazing sun the charming breeze 
Descend on Rainpur as of yore 
The oity like a warren, pocked with flies 
. Slzzles with heat, and the mart’s barter; 
The Prophet’s Faithful dream of Medina 
Or Mecca, desert and laughter 
I*>ng caravans from Shiraz and Baghdad 
Found rest on the flat and hot plains 
A prison-like Zenana and a palace 
Look down on this people with disdain 
The strange mosaic dwindles in the.evening 
To a singular and magic pearl. 

The pearl of the minarets of Shiraz 
A rose-tinted and fiery Persian girl* 







^ - ! 
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The Sirdar is hooked now in sweltering weather, 

May his tribe increase like old Abou Ben Adem*s." 
TaJ-ul-?*uluk will sparkle today like champak 
And they will view the sizzling world together 1 
Aith equanimity, and find it heaven 
In hot Madras where the birds tic-toc 

r- ) / ‘ • • 

In the ragged trees, and you are thunderstruck.* ' 


%- 



♦ 

May the lively time and place be your chaplet 
To Crown this Kingdom of love you have now found; 

May your gardens, children, be full of roses, 

And your paths, ray dears, always sunlit. 

This is my wish, clear, tranquil and profound, 

May happiness well for you from the leaves and posies* 
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Will you •'rest ^ow on the mountain’s breast 
Where the pencil poplars poise beside, the l 9 ke? / 
Where bladder-wort hearts float like houseboat*? 

4 . . Sr 

On the dark water charged with human passion 
whereon the bum-boat men and the sun promote 
Their ups and downs with slow precision. 


Falls rock on irock and birds down to the lake 

\ t h 

In the trees' tracery the weaver’s hand is caught. 
Tissues of electric silk and dull pashmina 
Sport what cool gardens have brought forth 
Leaves, tendrils, orioles, Kashmiri roses * 

That have embroidered the distant and green North." 

/• { •;:? I 

In the willows, a jeweller's hand is hid 

To vie with the fly-catcher and swartdragon-fly$ 

Kind-fishers have caught the green lake 

Pressed her in between the zaffran and rye 

Roses grow on the pashmina shawls 

And the high Himalayas hoists up the sky. 
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[Shrimati Dineshnandini Dalmia 
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‘Poetry London!’.! 


O Weaver ^f 


The stars went out, one by one, yet d£ 
In the blind court-yard of old age, LiJ 
Obscene shadow-pictures of fTeeting yoi 
The swart screen of death; frightening 
Bright streaks of the future showed in 
| past; 

V^The flickering “dipW’ went out, 
S^The stars went out, «. 

k \,r^ • 

* here was no end tonight^ ' 


£ 
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in the turgid hours at gnpty youth. 

^ _r- 





? j 


Li JL luiu —- » 

i>» chain the sun, and keep it hid^T.eons in the net of my saree; 

I HI make the world sleep, till I can forget U^paW^P^^y 

StOer hungry «wiPrMf9W^- ‘ . 

f .. .1 v_v>Af Klnnrl of mv hearts . I 


\ 


-Nourish her on the h^ blood of my heart- V ! 

:i, , ewn you. iust once, *«» renew the crooked ways o 

Creator, 




- A »v-« 




Become the puzzle, myself!• 

IV } 

; Will the world forget your beauty that enchants the three worlds, 
holy memories! or my deep and boundless love- 

You on hea4W Ganges’ bofom, in Indra’s gaidlen floating, blue 

- 

lotus! *v ^ 

l And I its sandal-scented h 

rATW ^afes^* 8 ^'' '- rr ' 

When in the full-blown evening, the sun on mountain-tops 
. .. i . , t 

Sets loose torrents of light, 


f. -i.r-A ^ ^ ^ »• - *■ c 

fricken^fiquid shadow, and light’s 

, * v; < Ml-: - 

When in the full-blown on n%tain : tops , 

Folds the oriole of rays in the apron of sky; 

When the lotus, closing aromatic petals, is quiescent on the stall 
waters of the tank after the day’s heat 

« it _x_glnnmr ftmnnpr V 


I 


h ^ ^t r i 
>■**,/1* r w 


Wheu the peacock, that expert dancer among birds, weaves raui- 
bow colours of sunset in the crescent-eyes of its tail-feathers, 

Feels drowsy, seeks rest on a high branch; thick-with leaves; j 
l Then, 

My love, coming softly, hide yourself between my breasts, _ 

. Where your worn-out soul and scorched body 

ce } 

_ - I 

d sun. •-, 4 

c • ' ' ..’j 

WV-W- -m 
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* Shall find renewal and peace 
Up to the rising of the gold “ 


-xvr *v ■ X s *: tz 
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- '--v: ;; -- v '_ „ . A 

• __ «tak« nroica in thp assembly of 


Idol! Love me, or spurn me, 

f Your worship is my creed, to sing your praise in the assembly of 
poets, my calling, 

• uni*_' 


our beauty is the lamp of my “Shiva-laya”. 


To me, you are the Ught Moses saw on Horab’s Mount, 

| .You^slaviry, the eternal lease-deed of my luck; 

illow in your footsteps b my Kashi and Brindaban, my Mecca 

n. my Medina: 

iU „„|er your garden with the life-stream of my heart, my wish; 
| To die in dedication to your memory, laughing, my highest mark 

i i 1 ' a *• 




t 



of distinction! 






Idol, love me, or sp^m me. . 


J\ X-fH 
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Waring death-fires extinguish without dousing? 

And beautiful subtle creation goes on, without substance: ■ * 



iS? :t ' m someone, ” a3r ask * 

j™ touching, quiet beauty of centuries will trip in and vanisK J 
nd free manhood, infinite vouth. and nn1ci»/i w jjj disapp^f - 


And free manhood, infinite youth, and palsied age u 
J shyly; 
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COBrVS CHRISTI BABOL 


Lu'ilay, Lullay • Lull ay , Lull ay, 

His falcon hath borne ay aafee away 

He bore him up, he bore him down 
And bore him into an orchard brown. 

In that orchard there was an hall, 

That was hang/d with purple and pall. 

And in that hall there was a bed; 

It was hanged with gold sd red. 

And there in that bod there iietk a knight, 

His wiiKswa^xia wounde is bleeding day anu nigh,,. 


By that bed*s side there kneeleth a may, 

And she weepeth both night and day. 

And by that bed»s side there etandeth a stone 
Corpus Christi written thereon. 



C A H N A 


There was a day when you were in lore, 

And the canne heads oamo tumbling down; 

'There was a day ■when the teapestuous heart 
was a riot of colour, in the drab tom; 

And as they rani shad, bri#t colours fading. 
Those trollisod eyes faded and dromed. 


Lilas rich cloths, and hair, fading. 
And ocean liner, over the sky line. 
Bays, hands, lips vanished; 

There ms nothing there that was mine, 
The conns grew again in the same hod. 
Bear flesh, beautiful as wine. 


3o fill the gardens with the tumble of oanna, 
Eing the tinted heads, by the gold coast, 

- straight assegai of the passionate garden. 
Intricate growth of the heart* s thirst; 

Ohs fulfilment and the resurrection 
Of the unlucky, and the lost, 

Tambimuttu 


JAFFNA 

Here by toddy roots, the Golden oriole 
prints yellow tracks across the sig-zag fences. 

The heart slumbers in the heat, with the lorikeet. 
And mind’s bereft of all extravagant fancies; 

Her velvet eye in the ancient WaJLtuam % 

Fondles a paper ros© with her soft glances. 

Home, home, where is it you started? 

Bid you grow with the coral under Kayts, 

Streak with wild horses on Be 1ft isle 
Flower in the crystal, passionless nights? 

Lone by strange Fort Haaxaenhiel 
Unravel the world* s wrongs and rifdvts? 

From northernmost Point Pedro, the spanking 
Horth-Easter encircles Jaffna* o tulips - 
Busty tulip-trees of the the maiden. 

To many their childhood toy and julep*. 

Bemember the fruit that were the ploy-tops 
Underneath the old achool-houac’ s burlap? 

Flat as a table-top, the landscape; 

Gothic cathedrals of palnyrahs, doves, 
gait estuaries with heron and flamingo 
And pensive stork that memory adores; 

All this, Jaffna, aid more, you are to those, 
Sprung in your red earth and bird—filled groves, 

Tcunbimuttu 


* manor house 



IN TBit COUWThY 


In the eyelids’ shade the rocks grow 
Into the other rock I’ve left behind 
Manhattan, Manhattan 

Where the cocks grow end the rocks rock 
The baby to sleep. 


TAMBIKtJTTfJ 
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HARI SRIVASTAVA 

The following poem Tambi wrote and composed hurriedly in the office 
of the Boat House Club, Nainital, and typed it out on its typewriter, 
and presented it to me on the occasion of my thirty-fourth birthday 
on 24th July, 1952. 


NAINITAL 

( FOR HARI, ON HIS THIRTY-FOURTH BIRTHDAY ) 

None of us can escape magic; from time to time 
The forest opens into a clear lake, 

With boats and youths, and the heart opens 
Into a single flower, the girl can pluck. 

Here at Naini Tal where I have found peace 

On the swan's breast, and the lit rooms of her eyes, 

I have found this, that suddenly the mist lifts, 

And the lake stretches intricate in the hills' maze. 

A little love from time to time breaks through 
The rough, furry bud, and the thick jungle; 
Plummeting birds take the leafy citadel 
And honey bees with the thunderous flowers mingle; 
The whorled orchid asserts the wonderful, 

Marries the heart that's been difficult and single: 
Drip-drop all feeling, colours, scents 
Into a bright cup, that's now full. 
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To get here and to claim Naini Tal 
As you would take a child to your breast, 

To find the route that's both direct and certain, 

To Great Northern Road to the peaceful becks and fell. 

Is not so easy as we have heard told, 

A simple remedy for our fears, pains and ills. 

Remember Caliban in Regent's Park 

One summer evening, when Kamala was the goal. 

The tortured face of the actor, and his rough clothes. 

The servant-monster of a dark time; 

Earth-spirit with the dark yearning voice, 

Born of the split rock, and spilt wine. 

The alcohol fumes that Stewart survived 
From colourful India to his stark London: 

The revolving doors of 'The Wheatsheaf' that let in 
The weak and the ponderous, or the steadily wasting; 

All those that Caliban blessed, who in his torment 
Told us he woke only to cry, and to dream again. 

Those were times we can never forget. 

When the Casino's girls were lovelies, Sita an angel; 

When the drum of the Caribbean swirled the beautiful dancers 
And London's snow was a beating white gull; 

Against the drop-cloth of lit-up Piccadilly 
Fell the beauty and the weariness in hand-fulls. 
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That was the old magic that gilded 

The war-torn faces and the tumbled brick, 

When we celebrated a wedding, or your birthday 
With a pub-crawl, a curry and a flick; 

Out-growing these, we booked a brand new office 

And wondered which marvellous button would do the trick. 

That was the eager, uncertain age when tumbling 
In the hay, or starting a fire was delicious; 

When chiffon rustled in the throbbing rooms 

And youthful laughter burst in rosettes and stars; 

Shot the midnight with sparkling lips and spangles 
Hung the moon's cap on the pine's burrs. 

Then the laughter tarnished and photos faded, 

With the smart picnics and woodland rambles; 

Auden's slick statements lacked heart. 

And a Celt's sudden passion seemed important; 

Real with the blood's heat and brambles, 

It made us pause, and have our doubts. 

So on this 34th birthday at Naini Tal 

Among these sonorous hills and delicate willows, 

I hope a sudden light and a new beginning will surprise you, 
Cover your darling's eyes and bright hair with kisses; 

On the broad rippling lake the silver yachts float, 

So may you trim and launch your dream-boats. 

Tambimuttu 

(Nainital, India - 24 July, 1952) 
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That was the old magic that gilded 

The war-torn faces and the tumbled brick, 

When we celebrated a wedding, or your birthday 
With a pub-crawl, a curry and a flick; 

Out-growing these, we booked a brand new office 

And wondered which marvellous button would do the trick. 

That was the eager, uncertain age when tumbling 
In the hay, or starting a fire was delicious; 

When chiffon rustled in the throbbing rooms 

And youthful laughter burst in rosettes and stars; 

Shot the midnight with sparkling lips and spangles 
Hung the moon's cap on the pine's burrs. 

Then the laughter tarnished and photos faded, 

With the smart picnics and woodland rambles; 

Auden's slick statements lacked heart. 

And a Celt's sudden passion seemed important; 

Real with the blood's heat and brambles, 

It made us pause, and have our doubts. 

So on this 34th birthday at Naini Tal 

Among these sonorous hills and delicate willows, 

I hope a sudden light and a new beginning will surprise you, 
Cover your darling's eyes and bright hair with kisses; 

On the broad rippling lake the silver yachts float, 

So may you trim and launch your dream-boats. 

Tambimuttu 

(Nainital, India - 24 July, 1952) 



A uap of jgtttok 


- his is a hap of Ceylfen to ;ake with you, 

•herever you go* and near to your hearfe; 

•horevor wells ha ve dried, and wishes no lonror 
Chime with the clear beat 5 
fach raiding change makes day colder, 
inch new departure, brings you where you started. 

•e begin at first with tho hard growth of o tna, 

—Cockspur horn on the barren heath; 

•'here the rock breaks, the iiger f s Flaw 
Of *ers cbr geyn useless fruit; 
boon- loins they are calledj Jove*s-l*r as 
-ith dry lie on a and noon is lost. 

>nd then the sudden fury of the rains 
joshed the rot eyes among the blue hills; 
i'he rivex*s w©re in s * 

-ajobod , -^axapeme- with butterflies was full; 

»rop ed down into the Gongs s throat, 
o feed the sal' birds and he a ore’s gulls. 

•eylon is always the nap on your In, lo >kj 
burnt v.j.th the sun’s needles and action’s desiring? 

hat one, now, id the Hicmrd of Adai , 

And this, the river, named the Great (no; 
u eyond the lines of luck and ill-luck, conspiring, 

; :eoo are the inga, in thr fid, that will bring ou one. 


< 



£'ITTIALAHIV;im FOR HAHiSJF AND ZAHRA 


- jw, at last, :he splendid rain ia filling 
*M.n& the hungry earth is svoooiled with kisses 
sird of sleep has fallen on her eye 
With i-a r von breast and dus3d.er wnngs; 

^•nd he, no longer*, has his rambling tdshesf V 

~h-.t joining rain has iescled in his eye. 

Ch fc less the sunnier of this sapling country 
>.i\d praise the mar iage of tangle, corn end fern; 

±n every well there is a reflection, \ 

In every cangled heart e a heft for entry; 

*ow you have oroved it, dearsf m j nations 1 am. 

In tine, to iiiii'. a te your perfection. 

leader f co of the wife, iiahra 

diits cithara, ohimiag with bird and. sandalwood, 

-n your bl ck hair you secreted the waterfall, 

-tale the butterfly sunlight fro* the branches; 

Xcur s n-bathed body, ay dear, is Indio, 

-i-n your present love I wish ou aa fierce a hunger* 

l»ov.’ os monsoon drops on topdandd cottage path 

^nd strange n r e.; af Is of light carve a new world race, 

xoves_ hammer rings on the aowuntain— beedl 

I her js glory in each bird— be etet. 

and I send you ray wisher and ay praise, 

For only dreaming and the lcve, ia actual* 


CL03EKBDRG 


*■ hi t further down » i *s land's end; 

cr the toasting, curving beach of Galle* 
o pin; whitely and serenely southards, 

- any e x.-ador and • marauder like a snail 
c i-i.ee f *r a *‘hili.: on this ?*ocky escarpment, 
-rubbing for spices, ivory and jewels. 

j.ee rambler traffic of the coach* the rock—crabs 
-ike spiders, starfish* end the stranded jelly? 
aioli a, line Iv. ia flowers and raolon seeds* 
nnd stronger tine;a on t' o conch’s belly 
«lo mt as bright a baza r for the bathers? 

10 -,>piu non a . n acid-green like no l 1 , 

a virldian palns frame castellated ^losonbufg - 
he a -salt dream of fierce old sea captain; 

\o a i-fig—dong breeze tears through enormous windows 
c a ’ riber. d 11 lined with ooral and gypsun* 
dhoer drep of x’ockface to the wliito—lace water 
, . 

hn he BQh * Zj apple, far off, a buggalnw 
n a reint smudge on the horizon’s line, 
ho mind’s lake ripples with yachts and silver shins, 
aid the heart wishes the round world ware nine, 
o tpss o you across tho apple water, 
i'lin- •, s-iji, 

\ 


JAFFtIA 


ore by toddy roots f tie doldcn Oriole 
•t rint s yel go tracks aero sc the aig-aag fences* 
i’fee heart slumbers in the heat* with the lorikeet. 
And oirki' o b-; ref t of all oxtrava t j nfc f-nciest 
or velvet eye in the ancient alauwa 
i'ondloa © paper rose with her soft g&uucos* 

one* home, v/boro in it you started? 

Did you grow with the coral under tayts* 
dtreak with wild horses on Delft isle 
Flower in the crystal, passionless nights? 

.one by str nge *<>rt Oaseenhiel 
Onravol the world’s wrongs and rights? 

?rom orthermost oint edro* the spanking 
orth—tester encircles Jaffna’s tulips- 
Justy ulip-troue of the maiden* 

*° fifcildhood toy end julep! 

!> ©Pii8^^ r the e f^nit that were the play tops 
tn&ernoath the old school-housAs burlap? 

flat as a table-top* the landscape} 

Dothie cathedrals of pslayrshs* doves* 
delt estuaries with heron and flamingo 
And pensive stork that memory adores j 
A H this* Gafina* and more* you are to those* 

»prune in your red go th and bird-filled groves. 


3H IKE IK THE JUNGLE j MADIIU 

Emblem of faith, set in the sun wounded wood 
Of ref palu* and longan, teaming like skinned grapes 
-■■'ere the faithful think of eternal good 
And bathe in a river full of water lilies. 

'-'he journey wan full of dust and flies , 

•nd nights haunted with mu ^tarings and leopard’s raar, 
But by the camp-fires they said their beads 
And dined wall off the jungle plum and wild boar; 

And arrived at hadhu, in the jimgledn reee os, 
i'ound the journey had been good and revealing: 

>hat it is the search and trouble blesses, 

•hat binds the heart, and what the wood-nymphs bring. 


KABDY LAKE 


It’s peaceful here, by the constructed lake* 
Buildihgs. sit on the water, and 
rir>plos break 

cm an ornamentii vail pierced with triangles, 

•* .ich declare i : andyan* in, les 
Of fuscy trees*' make a bright border, 

■And t e stentorian cabbage-palm 
routs the disorder. 

Cassia’s candelabra hang yellow, 
and the rain tree 

ihrusts its coral wis&ers at the powder-blue sky. 
the garden at the southern 
end is « ersitra carpet. 

-re like cobra’s diamond, and 
f-nous as a song-hit* 

I envy these nut-brown children 
tumbling down the red road, 
their school r o nehr heaven, 
on the sloping hillSo aide* 

Clender ns t e lake’s reeds, and 
t#nse like the sun’s heat, 
l is is the elfin kingdom, they inherit* 

'-hey say rloe-eyed princesses 
cnv.e dreamed on that island. 

And al o s aother drowned there, 
auite cut of mind. 

ark and light, the atere, their 
ancient secrets keep. 

Surface moves and rip las on the 
©dpc of sleep* 


NAIM L% 


( or 1 tori, on his thirty-fourth Mrbhday) 


::one of us can escape magic| from time to tine 

i-he forest ppens into a clear lake 

l ith t>osts and youths, end the heart ppens 

Into a single flower, the girl can pluck# 

“ ers at ualni Tel wfereo J. have found pence 

on the ewen s br oat, and the lit rooms of her oves, 

I have found this* that sud enlyth© mist lifts, 

Ar< * the lake stre chee intricate in the hills maze# 

A little love from time to time breaks through 
ihe rough, furry bud, and the thick jungle; 

lu: meting birds take the leafy citadel, 

And honey bees with the fchonderousflowers mingle: 

•‘he whorled orchid sssorbs the wonderful, 

parries the heart that’s been difficult and single: 

^rip-drop all feeling , colours, scents 
Into a bright cup, that’s now full# 

to get here, and to cl*is Naini $al* 

As you would taka a child to your breast, 

find the route that’s both direct and certain, 
i'he treat Northern Hoad to She peaceful becks and fell, 
is nob so easy aswe have heard told, 

A simple roaedy fo our fears and ills# 

Hemember meeting Caliban in Regent's Park 
tne summer evening, when *-aaala was the goal: 

-^he tortured face of ' r he actor, and his rough clothes, 
xhe servant—monster of a dark time; 
iSarfch-spirit with the dark yearning voice, 

B orn of the sp3.it rock, and spin wine# 

Ihe alcohol fumes that Stewart survived 
Hrom his colourful India to his stark London: 

.he revolving doors of "ihe Wheatsheaf" that lot in 
The weak and the Ponderous, or the steadily westing 
All those that Caliban blessed, who in his torment J 
-i-oia us he woke only to cry, and to dream again* 

Tuose were times ve can nover forget, 

*«hen the Casino’s girl’s were ’lovelies', Sita an angel; 
when the drum of' The Caribbean* swirled the beautiful dancers. 
«na London s snow was a beating white gull; 

Against the drop—cloth of lit—up -Uiccadilly, 

*ell the weariness and beauty in hand-fulls. 

That was the old magic that gilded 

The war-tom faces and the tumbled brick; 

»»hen we celebrated a v/edding, or your birthday, 

*ith a pub-crawl, a curry and a flick; 

Out-growing these, we bdoked a brand new office 

And wondered which marvellous button would do the trick# 
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-hat was the eager, uncertain age when tumbling 
In the hay, or starting a fire was delicious; 

When chiffon rustled in the throb ing rooms. 

And youthful laughter burst in rosettes and stares 
Shot the midnight with sparkling lips and spangles 
U ung the noon's cap on the ine's burrs# 

Then t e laughter tarnished and photos faded, 
ith the smart picnics and woodland rambles; 

■‘Hiden’s slick statements lacked heart. 

And a Celt’s sudden passion seemed important; 

Real with the blood's hoot raid brambles. 

It made us pause, and have our doubts* 

So on this thirty~forth birthday at I-aini Tal 
Among the sonorous hills and delicate willows, 

I hope a su don light and the new beginning will surprise ou. 
Cover your darling's hair and bright eyes with kisses; 

Cn the ripplin broad lake the silver yachts float. 

Bo may you trim add launch your dream boats# 


$ H iraalayan resort 


PAALAI OOTITU 


\ 




x he-res a risotto in the heart 
of the Jungle 

‘'lier© the li. donna's blue with 
the emerald Dingles* 

■ ilgrrae are iorvont in the nave 
or rollicking breoa© 

i-i-iiif-ee bjr the ,-othi.c oillors of ancient rees. 

-the sky a roof protects the otetiingir church 
*11 i at prays here he angels bit ss. 
i. j. 3 iaitb, wo know , that mat e 
eyes to flower 

iiiacs co lev rate, and bards to hover* 

.stars' in their courses, orotect 
the forvout wish 

tain ,c ur© real in the heart's <aonh. 
juagl© oanctury of tho believing nind 
*eems che J agio's vision, and al ! else blind. 

iO veil z3 uoep, where the pil.gr ms draw water 
-.net in thair jo a cook t elr bare, en ys, ana the aofter 
‘ olluace from ^hina Bay* 

•hoy are ecs tec 

tnder thatched shed, or by the tree's cruthh. 

•uni is unreal in ; is alone? 

Nothing, nothing 

- he birds nuke no: a, and the pilgrims aim . 
ml >e—eyed children are lost in uava groves 
heserted by a planter who died, long ago. 

„ . 3 ° ^lament in the Jungle hermitage 

x ?^ hunters wish their ancient lineage. 

*s.l a their eyes with envy for the simple life 
their iOarte know now a new love* 
if ou go there, you'll still see, my friend 
uOW 1 «*ved ay name on the Jun le-ool#s trunk. 



u: cct 


©i*e by the .• •askeliyoii r nge 
• he ari.sk de cend:; li.tye a clonic* 

Shuts out the ojso ; i pi and strange 
. by the fire, yo^ a bo oft, 

VH&h it lift , 

Eound the pergola/kisssand twine; 

*he gay hyd - «nge/A sur^i-ises 

You, under the stfm, 

H ills stretch pvt to the horizon, 

loves, od viith/dook curls of bin-hoc. 

And ind’s the terible prison 
i'hat leaves bl nk all the on; or.* 

»<n ter—snouts .1 an profusion 
Adorn &&<fa veiliey and hill; 

And ttye ;;m 'in his hirh heaven 
unities in a wo ~ry ool. 


SRINAGAR 


■•ill you root now on the mountain's breast 

►.here pen< 11 op] poise beside the liki? 

where bladder-wort hearts float like the houseboats 

On dark water chatted with human pasoion 

whereon the bum-boat sen and sun promote 

The Lr ups and downs with a slowT precision# 

Falls rock on rock and birds down to the lake 
Xn the trees* tracery the weaver*n bond is caught. 
Tissues of electric silk and dull pas’uaim 
Sport wuht cool gardens have brought forth 
Loaves, tendrils, orio’os, Kashmiri roses 
Embroidering the di tent and green North, 

In the willows, a jeweller's bend is hid 
To vie with the fly-catcher and swart dragon-fly* 
Kind-fishers have caught the green lake 
Caught her helveon the zzaffran and rye 
Roses grow on the oaohifiing. sha. le 
And high the iinalayas hoist up the splendid say. 



COLOMBO I! RBOH 


Falls the darkness on this pa :bh of water, 
with n roar of inches and the engines drumming, 

.eo'Xo setting out for f nr places 
Como here to 1*0' at, and fan ter 
Th© eng nes hum, and with their (groaning 
Is bom a new set* laughter. 

The busi—boats have car -iod a man's C seams 
For thirty years, on this oily water. 

The spidery mesrs got caught in hie hair, 

■ -• ' * - 

ith life's eternal Comoronise w»d barter 
In 900 ,0, she -fas still oat harbor. 

iind so t ey took and sail -~t& he m- y, 

Cr U'ovt: rr•; l'.in n o J , that is the world’s and t . 
nnd when ©yen dream of -other in’) • 

Lay ;,"-tsr sleep In .j head hero, nd stpy 
/while; think, Col umbo -‘Qxbor*s 
tur own, %dth sound end ? iler.ee. 

Kortebonm-onShhe— Fill wee a ciiri l&kood synbol 
Of deep 3o« ships and sen, the flying fisLi 
tonight her strung lights reminds the voyepers 
Of home, the n, os, that weiro brovn end simple 
he drumming ships float in the harbour dish. 

,\ t s nd finpors c sib the in' rtr 'em. 


i'GLO IHARUtfA 


" U0Ii there I© no more to write, it is best to sleep 
xhere ie no rest, no krai-shaku, weep, weep 
Ao , 1; f tired brsovas round the 1 ttice creep 
-aid the pool wear© out the stone and nerves* break 
a ‘tj: rt hr a ‘ 's' orj/•, like this ^E>ne lace 
weaning < olenraswa gibe us your root peace. 

-peak, s oak of the warm light in each face 
i’hat biessed you, my city, my beautiful one, 
uy blowers of atone, dear city, when you a.lone 
f? ve to child this stupa, tills pillar, this s±va 

b ^ okan «y«* aftd have long rest 
^nd. hvld he fr xl oirds fadt in your -treon nest. 




-ombimut u illai ) 


ATC VVELY 

(For riy graoAf ether, lilavar u. 


:. : ® rc ° silver head dreamed of the hoopoe 

t n a perfect sonnet for his darlings >raise 

ihn h “<i?v2" f"? «*>» ! thc 4««abo mi r*noo, 
ltiC ° • Xle - ieaty r?iic. ancestral p?ocef 


3 t, 


, i-uciceu. ner he ^afcic islands of the 
fsyto, <% >«nhiel, all those places 
>ong disappeared now, in the s«ns dt 
^bero starfish with the tnrtls races* 
wlastored tne pan ionete s:ars over 

.io^.vfc uof? ft ftiGtoj? in ^ach c»ong: 

nccn^treS &r ' ' red : ' lii Ue * rt fdi the'pshiifi. .ering 


Atchuvely # 


■ iia now e s gone ;he lanes is secret been, 
xs -aocar. beet down, stwdofar nd s- 
Ana in : ho ■ 
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i'OvVt'CAuD * Oft tstiAKUNTALA, aetat.8 


t'ine-woods, fish in the lakes 

Of Yaddo, Sarataga, criss-cross 
In my unquiet mind 
With your second birthday 
My daughter. 

The card la very small, the one I saved for you 
In these store-less, diffident woods* 

But ghosted on its sky, by a spring wind 
- Discloser of inexpreeaibles - 
Seel A singular rose erects its slender neck 
From its collar of green leaveal 

The lips ere warm and open, and its whirligig head 
Reminds me of all the funny coiffures you effect. 
It's a rose of many moods and faces, you’ll see 
And that's exactly how you seem to me. 
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TAMBIMUTTTJ 
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POSTCARD FOR SHAKUNTALA, aetat.2 


Pine-woods, fish in the lakes 
Of Yaddo, S&rataga, criss-cross 
In my unquiet mind 
With your second birthday 
My daughter. 

The card is very small, the one I saved for you 
In these store-less, diffident woods* 

But ghosted on its sky, by a spring wind 
- Discloser of inexoressibles - 
Seel A singular rose erects its slender neck 
Front Its collar of green leaves! 

The lips are warm and open, and its whirligig head 
Reminds me of all the funny coiffures you affect. 
It’s a rose of many moods and faces, you'll see 
And that’s exactly how you seem to me. 


TAMBIMUTTU 




The lips are warm and open, and its whirligig head 
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